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Quote

Happy New Year!
La Conner Elementary
“I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. Because…then you are
making new things, trying new things, learning, living, pushing yourself, changing
yourself, changing your world.” -Neil Gaiman, author

Welcome to a new year
The school is full of excitement and anticipation from teachers and students alike. We are all
looking forward to a great year of trying new things, making mistakes, learning, persevering,
and growing relationships within our school community.
It was great to see so many families and staff members meeting and greeting one another at
our 2nd annual “Braves Day Meet & Greet”, on August 27.
The next opportunity to meet with
teachers and families is fast
approaching! Open House is this
Wednesday, September 11. A
spaghetti dinner will be served in the
gym from 5:00-6:00pm, and
classrooms will be open from 6:007:30pm.
During this time, teachers will be
available to explain their expectations
and policies, and you’ll get a glimpse
into the events of your student’s
school day. This year’s Student-Parent
Handbook will also be available for
you to take home.

You are also invited to attend our
Totem Pole Reinstallation event
earlier in the day! At 8:15am, on
September 11, our fully restored totem
pole will be put back in its place in
front of our school. You won’t believe
the difference – it’s truly stunning!

Dates to
Remember

9/11
8:15am –
Totem Pole
5:00-7:30pm –
Open House

9/27
Picture Day

10/15

Welcome to a new position
Greetings, my name is Kelly Blau (Ms Kelly), and I’m thrilled to be the School Social Worker at
La Conner Elementary this year. My background is in serving folks who are experiencing
homelessness and/or behavioral health issues, and in supporting and fostering leadership in
LGBTQ youth. There is often confusion about what a social worker is, so I wanted to take this
opportunity to explain my role.
What is a School Social Worker? School social workers are a liaison that bridge the gap
between school, home, and the community. They facilitate various school programs, including
those for behavioral intervention, health education, and crisis intervention.
Services at La Conner Elementary include assistance with accessing food and clothing,
assistance in accessing community resources, behavioral health support, and targeted small
groups (including: Coping with Grief, Friendship Skills Building, Self-regulation & Emotion
Control, Coping with Divorce/Separation). Families can self-refer online (click here), or with
the referral forms found in the main office next to the nurse’s station. All services are
confidential.

Half Day
(Grading)

Other “News” to remember

10/22-25

We have more new employees! We are pleased to welcome Ellen Benetti as our new Speech
Pathologist, and Casey McKnight as our new Occupational Therapist. Both are La Conner High
School graduates! Welcome

Half Days
(Conferences)

We have a new end time! The school day now ends at 2:40pm; five minutes later than in
previous years.
We have a new half-day lunch opportunity! The school will now offer sack lunches on half
days. This might be a great solution for students who don’t go home immediately after school
on a half-day, or go home to an empty house. Students can order their lunch in the morning
and it is delivered to them before dismissal (11:35am). Regular lunch prices apply. Keep this
option in mind for the next half-day, which is scheduled for October 15.

Not “New” but important to remember
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

Consistent attendance at school is critical to success
First bell rings at 8:05am, the tardy bell rings at 8:10am
Students arriving after 8:10am must be checked in at the office before going to class
Supervision of students begins at 7:45am
+ Please do not drop students off before this time without supervision
Breakfast begins at 7:45am
Students who will be picked up before the end of the day must be checked out in the office
+ The office will call classrooms to meet their parent/guardian in the office
Lunch account and supply fee ($30) payments can be made in the school office
As weather cools, please see that your child leaves the house appropriately dressed

A final word from the principal: A heart-felt thank you to all who have welcomed me to La Conner so warmly
and with such kindness. I’m truly grateful to be here. It’s going to be an exciting year! Let’s pull together and
celebrate the learning that comes from taking risks and making mistakes!
Very sincerely,
Heather Fakkema-Hovde

