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Veterans’	Day	Assembly	
By Arjuna Adams 

 
 
 
 

On November 9th, La Conner 
Middle and High School had an 
assembly to honor the brave men 
and women who protect our 
country.  To begin the assembly, 
the band played the Star Spangled 
Banner as a tribute to the Veterans 
who have served in the United 
States military.     High school 
students Elizabeth Tripp and 
Sarah McCormack then asked for 
a moment of silence to honor 
those who have given their lives 
so our nation can live 
freely.  Elizabeth and Sarah then 
presented a slide show that told how Veterans’ Day came to be. They 
shared how it originated from an armistice that was put into effect on 
November 11, at 11:00 am in 1918, marking the end of the conflict 
between Germany and the Allied nations in World War I.  
    Then our special guest, 2012 La Conner High School graduate 
Cameron Wischhusen spoke.  Cameron serves in the US Navy, and he is 
currently stationed at NAS Whidbey in Oak Harbor. He talked about how 
the Veterans have fought for our country 
and our freedom, why they deserve  
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ASB	Officers	
By Natalie Holt 

  
I interviewed our LCMS ASB officers: Preston Rivas, Riley 

Banaszak, Mary Lou Page, and Katie Watkins. They are all amazing 
individuals who love to help improve our school. 

“I would love to increase dances and assemblies this year,” said 
Preston Rivas, our school president. Not only does he want to improve that, 
but he would love to see even more school spirit. 

“One thing many people may not know about me is that I really like 
olives.” Preston Rivas is a very interesting and amazing person. He 
decided to run for school president in late 2014, and was voted school 
president in mid-2015. Preston Rivas gave an amazing speech that 
captured everyone's vote. 

Riley Banaszak, our school’s vice president is La Conner's fun ball 
of energy. She opens every assembly and morning announcements with 
her famous “Hey, hey, hey! It’s Riley!” You can’t help but love her.  

“My favorite foods are, pop tarts, sour patch watermelons, dino 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Cameron Wischhusen, a 2012 La Conner 
High School graduate who is stationed at 
NAS Whidbey in Oak Harbor, spoke to       
La Conner students at the Veterans’ Day 
Assembly. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Teacher	Feature,	Starring…	Mr.	James!	

By Tori Lockrem 
ASB Officers 
Continued from Page 1.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
nuggets, watermelon, strawberries, 
nachos, kit-kats, and grapes; but only 
purple grapes.” So in case you want to 
know her favorite foods, there is a list. 
    “I would love to see more people 
smiling, and coming together even 
more as a school,” Riley added. 
    Mary Lou Page has attended La 
Conner schools since kindergarten, 
and loves La Conner dearly. She was 
voted the position of treasurer, and 
does an amazing job at it. 
    “My favorite thing about La Conner 
is how small it is, because we all are 
so close and everyone knows each 
other really well,” Mary Lou stated 
about La Conner. Mary Lou has 
always been a leader in La Conner. 
She loves to see our school improve 
and grow every year. 
     Last, and definitely not least is our 
school's secretary, Katie Watkins. 
Katie Watkins is the youngest out of 
our officers, but sure doesn't act like it. 
She is by far one of the best 
secretaries we have had. Her favorite 
subject in school is band, and she 
plays the clarinet. Along with her 
amazing instrumental skills, she also 
has a gift for good ideas. 
    La Conner Middle School has an 
amazing set of ASB officers, and we 
are very lucky to have such great 
leaders. One tip they all have given to 
those of you who would like to run is, 
“Just do it. At first it will be a little 
scary, but trust us when we tell you 
that it is worth it.” So the next time you 
see one of them, make sure to thank 
them for being such wonderful leaders 
and mentors. 

I interviewed La Conner Middle 
School District teacher Mr. 
James. I learned many 
interesting things about him 
 
Q: Why did you want to be a 
middle school math teacher? 
A: I teach math because I like 
math! 
 
Q: What college did you go to? 
A: I graduated from Washington 
State University. 
 
Q: Where did you go to high 
school? 
A: I graduated from La Conner High School in 1985. 
 
Q: Who are your family members? 
A: My two sons Landy and Jamall, my daughter Taysha, and my wife 
Theresa.  
 
Q: What the best part about teaching? 
A: The best part about teaching is seeing students learn. 
 
Q: What classes do you teach? 
A: Seventh and eighth grade math. 
 
Q: What is your favorite childhood memory? 
A: Going to La Conner sporting events when I was younger.  
 
Q: What sports do you coach? 
A: The sports I coach are football, basketball and softball. 

 

Book	Drive	
By Sarah Malcomson and Carmen Garcia 

 
The middle school leadership class is holding a book drive that starts 

November 17th and goes until December 3rd. They are going to have 
yellow boxes outside every classroom and are accepting new and gently 
used books. The books can be as low as pre-school level and as high as 
young adult. All donations will be donated to Oasis Teen Shelter and the  
Women’s and Children’s Shelter. On the last day of the drive there will be a 
contest in your first period class.  Whichever class brings in the most books 
will get doughnuts. The leadership class is very thoughtful for donating 
books and helping those in need. 
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7th	Grade:	Get	to	Know		

Demetrius	Scott	
By Maya Masonholder 

 
I interviewed 7th grader 
Demetrius Scott to find out some 
interesting facts about him.  
 
Q: What do you like about new 
middle school? 
A: I like the lockers and the 
cafeteria. 
 
Q: Do you play any sports 
A: Baseball. I play usually play 
3rd base or 1st base. 
 
Q: What is your favorite color? 
A: Blue. 
 
Q: Who is your favorite 
teacher? 
A: Mr. Cicotte. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? 
A: Playing games and practicing 
my baseball. 
 
Q: What are your favorite 
foods? 
A: Pasta, spaghetti, lasagna, 
pizza, chicken. 
 
Q: Who are your siblings?  
A: I have two brothers, Xavier 
and Chris. 
 
Q: What are your favorite 
movies? A: The American 
Sniper, Captain America, The 
Avengers. 

	
to be honored and how we can help. An example would be sending thank 
you notes or just going up to a Veteran and saying thank you for your 
service. Cameron also talked about homeless Veterans and how we can help 
them. He then shared a story about when he enlisted.  He was sent to boot 
camp and his twin brother Austin was sent to the same boot camp. He 
shared how the people in charge thought it would be funny if he and his twin 
brother were in the same squad.    
     Mary Lou Page and Katie Watkins then took the microphone and shared 
two poems. After Mary Lou and Katie had completed their poems, Elizabeth 
and Sarah showed a heartfelt video about Veterans coming home from 
serving and surprising their loved ones. After the video, the choir sang "In 
Flanders Fields" by John McCrae. The song was written from the point of 
view of the dead.  It speaks of sacrifice and the will to live on.   
     Overall, the assembly was good reminder to students as to why we have 
Veterans’ Day.  

Veterans’ Day Assembly 
Continued from Page 1 

  

Jokes	
By Allison Hill 

 
Q: What did the ground say to the earthquake? 
A: You crack me up. 
 
Q: Why did the music teacher need a ladder? 
A: To reach the high notes. 
 
Q: What kind of plates do they use on Venus? 
A: Flying saucers! 
 
Q: How do you get straight A’s? 
A:  By using a ruler! 
 
Q: What did the pen say to the pencil? 
A: So what’s your point?  
 
Q: What did you learn in school today? 
A: Not enough. I have to go back tomorrow!      
 
Q: What holds the sun up in the sky?  
A: Sunbeams! 
 
Q: What object is the king of the classroom? 
A: The ruler! 
 
Q: What do librarians take with them when they go fishing?  
A: Bookworms.          
 
Q: What is the world’s tallest building?      
A: The library, because it has the most stories.  
 
Q: Why did the clock in the cafeteria run slow?      
A:  It always went back four seconds.  
 
Q: Why didn’t the sun go to college?           
A: Because it already had a million degrees! 
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Movie	Review:	Guardians	of	the	Galaxy	
By Carmen Garcia and Tori Lockrem 

 
Guardians of the Galaxy is a movie 

about some extraterrestrial creatures who want 
to get a special orb because it has an infinity 
stone inside that can cause mass destruction. 
The guardians fight for the orb in a city called 
Xandar, somewhere in space, and they get put in 
jail. Eventually, they escape from the jail and 
work together to get the stone back and sell it to 
a guy named Taneleer Tivan. Later in the movie 
there is another guy named Ronan who wants 
the orb. Ronan is evil, and he steals the orb and 
tries to destroy the city Xandar, but in the end the 
guardians save the city Xandar and they give the 
orb to the Nova Corps. If you like action, 
adventure and a little bit of comedy, I would 
recommend this movie for you. 

Book	Review:	The	Boy	in	the	Striped	Pajamas	
By Emma Sullivan 

      The Boy in the Striped Pajamas is a 
great book about a boy named Bruno, 
who’s nine years old and lives in the years 
of the Holocaust. When his father gets a 
new job in a place Bruno knows as Outwith 
(which is actually Auschwitz), his, his sister 
Gretel’s (the hopeless case), his mother’s 
and his father's lives change forever. Soon 
Bruno notices people on the other side of 
the fence near his new house who have 
shaved heads and wear striped pajamas. 
Later, when he goes exploring, he 
encounters a young boy named Shmuel 
who lives on the other side of the fence. Back at his house, Bruno also meets a 
person named Lieutenant Kotler who calls him “little man” and always is very rude to 
Bruno. Bruno soon discovers that the people in the striped pajamas are in a camp. 
He even forgets the names of his best friends! But in the end, he discovers Shmuel 
is his true friend, whether he is on the camp side of the fence or not. I recommend 
this book to anyone who is interested in World War II or the Holocaust. 

Recipe	Of	The	

Month	
By Giselle RIndy-Cox 

 
Peanut Butter Jelly Rolls 
 

 
1. Get two butter 

knives, peanut 
butter, jelly, tortilla, 
and a plate. 
 

2. Set the tortilla on 
the plate, get the 
peanut butter and a 
butter knife, and 
spread the peanut 
butter on the 
tortilla. 

 
 

3. Then when you're 
done with that get 
the second butter 
knife and jelly and 
spread the jelly on 
top of the peanut 
butter. 
 

4. Wrap up the tortilla 
and you are done! 

 
5. Enjoy!!    

Issue	#5	Contest	Answers	/	Winners	

	
 
 

   
 

Mr. Cicotte    Ms. Campbell   Mrs. Keith    Mr. Novak   Mrs. Sehlin    Mr. Fraser   Mr. Plank    Mrs. Thurmond   Mr. James  Mr. Hiller 

Alex Davidson  Mari Waltner  Mia Carlton 
Mason Wilson  Juliana Gobert  Cameron Burks 
Delaney Cobbs  Lily Gonzalez 
Charity Jordan  Karris Drake 
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BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
 
 
What is your favorite drill? 
Three-man weave.  Garrett 7th grade 
 
Who is your coach? 
Coach Watkins. – Cole 7th grade 
 
How many people are on your team? 
There are 10 players on the 8th grade team.  Preston – 8th grade 
 
What is your favorite play? 
Lucky Brave.  Skyler – 8th grade 
 
What is your favorite drill? 
Three-man weave.  Lark - 8th grade 
 
 

Sports	
By Natalie Holt 

La Conner Middle School 
2015 Boys’ Basketball Schedule 

  (remaining games) 
 
11/19 Conway  3:30 pm 
 
11/23 Orcas  3:00 pm 
 
12/1     at MVC  3:30 pm 
 
12/7 Darrington  3:30 pm 
 
12/9    at Conway  TBD 
 
12/9    at Orcas  2:15 pm 
 
12/15 MVC   3:30 pm 
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6th	Grade:	Get	To	Know	

Mari	Waltner	
By Emma Sullivan 

 
    I interviewed Mari Waltner and found 
out a lot of cool things I did not know 
before this interview. She is very nice and 
fun to talk to. Here are some things about 
her. 
 
Q: Who are your family members? 
A: I live with my mom Christina, my dad 
Brian, and my little brother Daniel.  
 
Q: What is your favorite sport and 
why? 
A: My favorite sports are basketball and 
volleyball, and I like them because they 
are both lots of fun. 
 
Q: What is your favorite animal and 
why? Do you have a pet? 
A: I don’t have a favorite animal. I have a 
Bernese mountain dog named Sadie, two 
horses: Cortez and Duchess, seven fish, 
and a bunny named Fudgy. 
 
Q: Where were you born? 
A: I was born in  Mount Vernon at Skagit 
Valley Hospital. 
 
Q: Have you traveled anywhere? If so, 
where? 
A: I’ve been to Canada, Mexico, 
California, Idaho, Montana, Arizona, 
Nevada, Texas, and Hawaii. 
 
Q: What is your favorite hobby? 
A: I like to hang out with my little cousins 
Sophia and Eddie.  
 

La	Conner	Tidbits:	Did	You	Know?	

	

• The first superintendent of La Conner School District 
was A. A. Schoffen. 

• The town of La Conner has only one stoplight.  It’s 
located at the intersection of Calendonia  and Maple. 

• La Conner School District has 15 school buses. 

Facts	About	the	Month	of	November	

 

• Birthstone: Topaz and citrine 
• Flower: Chrysanthemum 
• Zodiac signs: Scorpio and Sagittarius 

 
In the original Roman calendar, November was the ninth month of the 
year. It got its name from the Latin word “novem” which means nine.  
However, it became the eleventh month when the Romans added in 
January and February to the start of the year.  
 
Throughout much of history, November has been thought of as a 
somber month because it signaled the start of winter. People would 
spend the month storing up their harvest and preparing their food and 
homes in order to survive the winter.  
 

• It is the last month of the Fall season. 
• November in the Northern Hemisphere is similar to May in the 

Southern Hemisphere. 
• Elections are held in the United States on the Tuesday after the 

first Monday in November. 
• The third Thursday of November is the Great American 

Smokeout.  Smokers are encouraged by the American Cancer 
Society to stop smoking on this day. 

• Some Christian churches celebrate All Saint’s Day on the first 
Day of November and All Souls Day on the 2nd. 

• American football is the main sport watched in the United 
States during this month. 

• Most, if not all, of the leaves have fallen off the trees by the end 
of November. 
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Weird	Facts	
By Emma Sullivan 

 
 
 

 
 

 
• The weird bright dots you see floating when you look at the sky are your white blood cells. 

• Dreams get weirder as the night wears on. 

• The lighter was invented before the match. 

• A cat has been the mayor of Talkeetna, Alaska, for 15 years. 

• Anatidaephobia is the fear that a duck is somehow watching you. 

• A person can spontaneously combust, or burst into flames. 

• In 1945, a rooster named Mike lived 18 months without a head. 

• Leeches have 32 brains. 

• Humans can inflate balloons with their ears. 

8th	Grade:	Get	to	Know	Ari	Betts	

By Natalie Holt 
I had an interesting interview with La Conner Middle 
School 8th grader Ari Betts.  Here’s what I found out 
about her: 
 
Q: What are 
some of your 
hobbies? 
A: Horseback 
riding, soccer, 
and hiking. 
 
Q: What is your 
favorite color? 
A: Sparkle. 
 
Q: What is your 
favorite book? 
A: Elephant Run. 
 
Q: What is your favorite subject in school? 
A: Band. 
 
Q: What is your favorite movie? 
A: I like How to Train Your Dragon 2, The Longest 
Ride, and Nemo… May squishy live on! 
 
Q: What is your favorite food? 
A: Ice cream and cakey cake! 

Get	To	Know	Brian	Masonholder	
By Kaylanna Guerrero-Gobert and Maya Masonholder 

 
We got to interview Brian 

Masonholder. He was pretty 
funny with his answers, and 
we learned a lot about him. 
 
Q: What do you do in your 
job? 
A: I am the director of 
maintenance and operations.  
 
Q: What do you do in your 
spare time? 
A: Fish, hunt, and spend time 
with family. 
 
Q: What is your favorite 
food? 
A: My favorite food is the 
food that I make for my family. 
 
Q: What is your favorite sports team? 
A: My fantasy sports team. 
 
Q:  What was your first job? 
A: I picked in the strawberry fields when I was 8 years old. 
 
Q: What do you like about your job? 
A: Lunch and quitting time. 
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Up	and	Coming	Artists	

Mrs. Weber 

 

You	Tube	
24%	

Snap	Chat	
21%	

Instagram	
20%	

Vine	
18%	

Facebook	
17%	

Top	5	Favorite	Social	Media	at	LCMS	

Student	Poll	
By	Giselle	Rindy-Cox	

Andrea Sampson 7th Grade 

Ella Colton 7th Grade 
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Match each teacher with the vehicle he or she drives, and you 
might be winner! The first ten students with correct answers will win a 
candy bar! Just bring this paper to Mr. Novak’s classroom.  

Your Name ________________ 

Mr. Cicotte   Mrs. Thurmond Mr. Novak  Mr. Fraser 
 
Mrs. Marble  Mr. Plank  Mrs. Keith  Mrs. Sehlin 

________________________________   ____________________________ ___________________________ 

_____________________________          _______________________________       ______________________________ 

 
    _________________________________   __________________________ 


