
What is it 
…and why do I care? 



What to expect 

!   Presentation on plagiarism 

!   Brief exercise on paraphrasing 

!   Practice citing your sources. 

!   Teamwork and collaboration 

•  By the end of this class, you will be able to distinguish 
between plagiarism and appropriate use of resources for 
research.  You will utilize available tools to collaboratively 
create sample citations for a variety of sources. 



What this is not 

!   A discussion on Intellectual Property rights. 

!   An investigation of essay mills or cheating detection 
sites. 

!   An assumption that you will or plan to plagiarize. 

!   A debate about the right- or wrong-headedness of 
copyright law.  



copying others’ work 
“…without attribution” 

University of California Berkeley Library. (2008). What is plagiarism? Retrieved April 30, 2008 from http://
www.lib.berkeley.edu/instruct/guides/citations.html 



“using views, 
opinions or insights 
…without acknowledgement” 

University of California Berkeley Library. (2008). What is plagiarism? Retrieved April 30, 2008 from http://
www.lib.berkeley.edu/instruct/guides/citations.html 



“paraphrasing 
…without attribution” 

University of California Berkeley Library. (2008). What is plagiarism? Retrieved April 30, 2008 from http://
www.lib.berkeley.edu/instruct/guides/citations.html 



“nearly 500 students… 
copying work from the Internet and passing it 
off as their own…” 

Qureshi, Y. (2007, March 6). Cheating students exposed. Manchester Evening News. Retrieved May 1, 2008, from 
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/s/1008/1008291_cheating_students_exposed.html 



“…professor used a computer 
program to catch students who turned 
in duplicate papers… 



Historian: 
Stephen 
Ambrose 
admitted lifting several sentences 
in his best-selling books from 
other authors, although he said 
his footnotes adequately 
attributed the passages  



Journalist: 
Jayson Blair 
“The article, published on 
Saturday …incorporated passages 
from one published earlier by 
The San Antonio Express-News.” 

“resigned” 



Journalist:  Jacqueline Gonzalez 
“information, taken from Wikipedia…was published in the Watchdog 
column” 

“resigned” 



Harvard Student: Kaavya Viswanathan 
“accused of plagiarism in her debut novel, ‘How Opal Mehta Got Kissed, Got Wild, 
and Got a Life,’ after extensive similarities were discovered between Viswanathan’s novel 
and two works by author Megan McCafferty.  Also, …reported that ‘Opal Mehta’ 
contained passages similar to Meg Cabot’s 2000 novel, ‘The Princess Diaries.’” 

$1.42! Yikes 



Which of the following is 
NOT Plagiarism? 

!   copying words or ideas 
from someone else 
without giving credit 

!   giving incorrect 
information about the 
source of a quotation 

!   failing to put a quotation 
in quotation marks 

!   copying so many words or 
ideas from a source that it 
makes up the majority of 
your work, whether you 
give credit or not 

iParadigms. (2008). What is plagiarism. Plagiarism.org.  Retrieved April 30, 2008 from http://plagiarism.org/
learning_center/what_is_plagiarism.html 



Know how to quote 
!   According to U. C. Berkeley, 

“Submission of the same 
assignment for more than 
one course without prior 
approval of all the 
instructors involved” is 
plagiarism. 

!   At U. C. Berkeley, 
students who submit the 
same assignment for more 
than one course without 
prior approval are 
plagiarizing. 

!   “Taking the exact words 
from an original source is 
called quoting.” Quote 
when the  

Wrong! 

Right! 

iParadigms. (2008). Plagiarism prevention guidelines for students. Plagiarism.org.  Retrieved April 30, 2008 from 
http://plagiarism.org/learning_center/printable_docs.html 



Know how to paraphrase 

!   “A paraphrase is a restatement in your own words of 
someone else’s  ideas.  Changing a few words of the 
original sentences does NOT make your writing a 
legitimate paraphrase.  You must change both the 
words and the sentence structure of the original, 
without changing the content.  Also, you should keep 
in mind that paraphrased passages still require citation 
because the ideas came from another source, even 
though you are putting them in your own words.”      

iParadigms. (2008). Plagiarism prevention guidelines for students. Plagiarism.org.  Retrieved April 30, 2008 from 
http://plagiarism.org/learning_center/printable_docs.html 



Know why to paraphrase 

!   “The purpose of paraphrasing is not to make it seem 
like you are drawing less directly from other sources 
or to reduce the number of quotations in your paper.  
It is a common misconception among students that 
you need to hide the fact that you rely on other 
sources.  Actually it is advantageous to highlight the 
fact that other sources support your own ideas.  Using 
quality sources to support your ideas makes them seem 
stronger and more valid.  Good paraphrasing makes 
the ideas of the original source fit smoothly into your 
paper, emphasizing the most relevant points and 
leaving out unrelated information.”   

iParadigms. (2008). Plagiarism prevention guidelines for students. Plagiarism.org.  Retrieved April 30, 2008 from 
http://plagiarism.org/learning_center/printable_docs.html 



Paraphrase the following: 

!   “Many students have trouble knowing 
when they are paraphrasing and when 
they are plagiarizing. In an effort to make 
their work seem ‘more original’ by 
‘putting things in their own words,’ 
students may often inadvertently 
plagiarize by changing the original too 
much or, sometimes, not enough.” 

iParadigms. (2008). Educational tips: Plagiarism vs. paraphrasing. Plagiarism.org.  Retrieved April 30, 2008 from 
http://plagiarism.org/learning_center/educational_tips.html 



C
ite your sources…

 

iParadigms. (2008). What is plagiarism. Plagiarism.org.  Retrieved April 30, 2008 from http://plagiarism.org/
learning_center/what_is_plagiarism.html 



Your Task 

!   Continue researching your group’s topic.  Find a source that 
provides solid background information on your topic. 

!   Use the Notecards in NoodleTools to copy and paste quotes 
that clearly help define or describe the topic, AND 
paraphrase other sections of the source that help to support 
your position or explain the topic further. 

!   Share your Works Cited list with me: ResearchQ2 so that I 
can review your paraphrases and quotes. 

!   If Notecards aren’t working for you, use Cornell Notes for 
your quotes and paraphrases. 


