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LA CONNER HIGH SCHOOL FRESHMEN 
spent a day at Lone Tree Point this fall 
learning about water quality and local 
marine habitats

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING EDITION  
This issue of the La Conner Lantern highlights ways in which students have been 
getting into the field, and out into the world to enrich and extend their learning.
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Hands-onLearning

Native Voices Arts Academy: Middle 
school students in our migrant education 
program, 16 program, plus 6 adult 
chaperones, were invited to attend the 
Native Voices Arts Academy event again 
this fall. In courses like filmmaking, art and 
carving, basket weaving, native plants, 
mural painting, and dance and drum, 
students were immersed in cultural- and 
place-based learning for four days. While 
there, the adult chaperones attended 
professional learning grounded in place-
based, story-led learning, and participated 
in arts infused lessons from the Native 
Voices Cultural Curriculum. 
Migrant Youth Leadership Conference: 
In December, 20 students traveled 
to Western Washington University to 
participate in a powerful conference. 

STUDENTS AT LA CONNER SCHOOL DISTRICT ARE GAINING  
REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCES THROUGH A VARIETY OF HANDS-ON, 

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING.

Students heard from keynote speaker Ana 
Ramirez in the morning. In the afternoon, 
they could choose two workshops from 
among such selections as decolonizing 
environmentalism, everyday math, identity 
and empowerment, college admissions, why 
Latin American history matters, and money 
for college. Students are already looking 
forward to next time!
Job Shadows: This year, freshmen and 
seniors have the opportunity to complete 
job shadows. Building connections between 
youth and adults in the world of work is a 
two-way complementary experience. Adults 
get to interact with our kids and see how 
amazing they are. Students are provided first-
hand experiences with the real world of work. 
We are hopeful these experiences will assist 
students in envisioning possible futures.

Between Two Worlds: This year, the Swinomish Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) received a grant to fund science 
education. All 9th graders were able to participate in a water qua-
lity/salmon unit with a field trip to Lone Tree Point. When asked 
what their favorite part was, here are some responses: ‘looking at 
things under the microscope’; ‘looking through the microscope 
and learning the cultural stories’; ‘catching plankton’; ‘sample 
processing’; ‘taking samples; ‘being at Lone Tree.’
     In addition, Swinomish DEP is teaching an after school, cre-
dited science program that helps students experience the field 
work of staff in the department and explore indigenous ways 
of knowing and learning. Hopefully this program continues to 
expand.
Projects: Students are being invited to participate in more and 
more decisions affecting the schools, district, and communities. 
We have two students sitting as representatives to the school 
board. Several students participated in the discipline review 
committee. A group of 14 students provided input to the 
superintendent and board on how to disperse $60,000 from 
Swinomish Tax Committee. We value our students’ voices!

As our district continues 
to strengthen its 
instructional programs, 
more and more staff 
members have found ways 
to provide experiential 
learning experiences. 
Students recently shared 
that having more hands-
on learning experience 
and field trips would be 
meaningful for them and 
they encouraged district 
staff to prioritize this type 
of learning. Photo credits: Front cover, top left, and middle: Jen Willup;  

top right: Ryan Hiller; lower right: Mitch Dees
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POSTAL CUSTOMER

Braves Booster Club (BBC) is a service-oriented 
club that lends support, both moral and financial, to 
academic, athletic, musical, and social activities for 
the La Conner Middle/High School. Its purpose is 
to develop and implement fundraising opportunities, 
promote participation at school events, and provide 
scholarship assistance for students. The BBC pro-
vides volunteer assistance, advocates for the school 
in the community, provides forums for discussions 
on student issues, supports and recognizes staff, 
and provides scholarships to graduating seniors. 

Joining the Braves Booster Club (individual or 
business) is important to the health and culture of our 
community. It costs $25 (individual) / $50 (business) 
per year. The dues aid in providing extracurricular 
support for our students. Please fill out the form 
located on the La Conner School District website 
(www.lcsd.wednet.edu) or in the school office. The 
Booster Club web page can be found under the 
Extracurricular heading.

Thank you for your continued support. Welcome 
to those joining us this year. Questions or comments 
can be directed to laconnerboosterclub@gmail.com. 

Kelly Harper (President), Christine Tripp (Vice 
President), Terri Cunningham (Treasurer), and Steve 
Johnson (Secretary).

Support our Braves Booster Club
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Fire Safety: La Conner Elementary students spent an afternoon 
learning about fire safety from our local firefighters, many of whom 
are former students or parents of current students. Students toured 
the fire and paramedic rigs and did ‘hose drills’ that demonstrated 
the necessity of working as a team. Firefighters shared with kids 
information about when to call 911 and the importance of having a 
safety plan.

Film Production: When Transportation Director Kim Pedroza 
wanted to teach bus safety to district students this year, she 
decided to enlist a group of La Conner High School students to 
write, direct, film, edit, and produce the message. Pedroza recruited 
La Conner Elementary students as actors and the two groups spent 
several days filming. The finished product was shared with the 
district and used to teach the safe way to approach, ride, and leave 
the bus.

Photo credits: Top: Sunee Lagerway; bottom: Ryan Hiller
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