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SPECIAL EDITION CELEBRATING THE CLASS OF 2020
This issue of the La Conner Lantern highlights our
graduating seniors and the class of 2020.

Class
Celebratingof
Dear LC Class of 2020,
I’m not going to lie; I’ve been dreading having to write this
speech. Writing this speech means that high school really is
over without the big bang I’d always thought my class would
have. Writing this speech means that I have to look back over
these last 13 years of my time at LC and say goodbye. Not to be
cliché, but when they say it goes by in the blink of an eye, listen
to them; they aren’t lying.
When I think back on our time, I’m struck by how many events
we’ve been through together. Some of us went to preschool
together, others joined us in elementary. For those who have
been here since then, we have memories of walk-a-thons, play
days, the reindeer games, and book fairs. As we moved onto
middle school, we cringed at the thought of our first school
dances and we’re flabbergasted at the thought that we used to
have to walk outside for every single class of the day while the
new middle school was being built. And with how much it rains
here, that was not fun! We lost a few in the move to high school,
but we gained so many amazing more. High school with this
incredible class was filled with spirit weeks (with a win senior
year), sports matches, first loves, new friends, assemblies,
getting down at homecomings and the many other memories
we made. The people of this class have been with me through
it all and I wouldn’t want it any other way.
Every single person in my class has had some small impact
on me and this school, whether it be a small kindness such
as sharing notes in class or a larger gesture such as rallying
together to try to keep a teacher, whom we all loved. Each
student in the class of 2020 is wonderfully unique and has left
a mark on this school that will remain with our peers and staff
long after we are gone.
There is a quote I recently came upon that struck a chord
with me: “Our lives are made up of so many people and when
people become part of our lives, some parts remain long after
they leave. And in the same exact way, it’s comforting to know
there are so many lives you’re still a part of that you have no
idea about.” A piece of me will always belong to LC and I believe
the same is true for my fellow graduates and it can also be said
for the staff, admin, and students we are leaving behind who
will always have a part of us with them.
Even though my class isn’t going to get the formal goodbye we
wish we could give to those who have mentored, encouraged,
and taught us on this journey, I want to give my eternal gratitude
to all who have helped get us this far. Thank you to all of our
teachers from K-12th who even to this day will say hi when
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they see us, to Mrs. Buher for answering our endless questions
about scholarships and classes, to the admin who are doing
the best they can to make us feel special in this crazy time (and
the incredible teachers and parents helping as well), to our
coaches who have always encouraged us to do our best, to our
parents who have given us the love and support we needed to
get here, and to the rest of the amazing faculty of LC from our
bus drivers to our lunch ladies to everyone in-between. You all
are what made our high school experience special and are the
ones who have shaped us into the young adults we are today.
To the class of 2020, I’ll miss you all dearly but let us take
this next chapter of our lives in stride, hold the memories of
our time together close, and know that we will always have a
place in our hearts for each other. I wish you all the best that
this world of ours has to offer.
~Till we meet again, Addison Reinstra

2020

Photo credits: Top left: Riley Banaszak; Top right: Joanie
Benson; Lower right: Miles Mason.

La Conner HS Class of 2020,
From my point of view, I saw you all as supportive, caring,
understanding, and giving. We all looked out for each other.
We supported each other in everything, whether that be sports,
knowledge bowl, academics, or just listening to someone when
they needed to talk.
We worked hard this year; making the best class video ever,
winning homecoming week, and painting the rock with all
our names. We got decked out for football games, showed up
for volleyball matches and basketball games, and we danced
our nights away at homecomings. We made memories I will
remember forever, but most of all, I made friendships that will
last a lifetime.
We may not have had the prom, graduation, last sports
seasons, and big final tests that we had wanted, but the one
thing we did get was the biggest bond imaginable. We are
already planning a reunion, because we want to go out on our
own terms. I’m not going to say I’m not upset that the year didn’t
end the way it should have, but this ending made me realize how
proud I am to be your classmate and friend. I would not have
wanted to go to school anywhere else.
We all knew senior year would be one to remember. We
worked hard to make it that way, and I wish it would have ended
the way we all wanted. I’m so proud of all of us for keeping our
heads up during this time. On the bright side, which I know we’ve
all heard a million times, we’ll be a story in the history books!
Writing this, I miss you guys. I want to be seeing everyone in
school every day. Even though we couldn’t wait for summer,
this break was so sudden that I didn’t have time to say many
goodbyes. I can always count on this class to fall back on.
La Conner brought me some of my closest friends, and
meeting all of you on the first day of freshman year was the start
of something special. I was a nervous wreck, praying that I’d fit
in somewhere, and I found my place easily with this class. We’re
a close knit family, and being so small, I feel we were the closest
class we could be.
I dedicate this to you. I am so excited to see where everyone
goes and what we accomplish. I hope to be a part of your lives for
a long time. I wish we were celebrating the end of our high school
journey together right now, but until we can, my heart goes out
to all of you and I hope you can find the most joy in that you did
it!!
Whatever our graduation looks like, we made it there. You all
have changed my life, and I know the class of 2020 will always be
special, even if it wasn’t the way we planned.
~Justine Benson, 2020 senior.
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Class
Honoring of
Living History
By Dr. Meissner, La Conner School District Superintendent
It’s a strange experience to be living history and wondering
how we will all look back on the events of 2020. For me, I’ve been
very focused on remembering the love and compassion I have
seen extended in so very many ways.
I observed a wonderful woman write a check for $2000 to
support families who need internet access.
I watched a staff member make dozens and dozens of face
masks, including celebratory versions for the graduating seniors.
I heard stories of staff members from LCSD and Swinomish
spending countless hours delivering meals, school work,
technology, and other personal items to students.
I listened as administrators planned special graduation
ceremonies, grappled with difficult decisions around grading
and learning, and stayed laser focused on what would be most
helpful to our youth.
I saw counselors and social workers find ways to stay
connected with their students support in order to support their
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2020

Farewell from Mrs. Keith

The Class of 2020 has learned many lessons during their 13
years in school, but I would venture to say that some of the most
valuable lessons did not come directly from a textbook. Those
life lessons, the ones learned in between math assignments,
science experiments, or social studies lectures, are the ones that
will likely stick with these graduates for years to come.
In the 6th grade, this group learned how to work together to
pack up a classroom, actually a whole school, and move it to
other buildings across campus. They learned how to learn in this
temporary set up as their teachers searched for supplies buried
in countless cardboard boxes students had expertly taped up the
week before.
In the 8th grade, they learned how to move into a brand
new, shiny building with a new principal. They learned how to
present themselves as responsible, reflective young people in a
slightly terrifying exit presentation. And they learned how to say
goodbye, as a significant number of their classmates chose to go
to high school in other places.
In the 10th grade, they learned how to interact with another
new principal and a new superintendent. They learned that
they were silly and immature as freshmen and that they still had
a ways to go before they would be upperclassmen. And they
learned to drive and take one step closer to adulthood.
In the 12th grade, they learned more about being scholars and
athletes, artists and ASB representatives, musicians and vocalists,
and everything else in between. They applied to colleges and for
scholarships, to technical schools and the military, and thought
about work and future careers, making many important decisions
that will affect the next chapter of their lives. And they learned

that tomorrow is not promised to any of us, as they grieved the
sudden death of their math teacher Mr. Allen Lowe.
But 2020 had many more lessons to teach this class. In March,
the world was overtaken by a virus no one had ever heard of.
Suddenly, almost overnight, nothing was the same. There were
no more in-person classes, no more spring sports, no more
hanging out with big groups of friends. Soon, the realization set
in that there would be no senior prom, no senior trip, and no
graduation ceremony, at least not the kind they had dreamed of
and looked forward to.
But what these students also learned during this crisis was
how to survive and adapt. How to persevere and keep going,
even when it’s hard and they didn’t want to. They learned how
to do Zoom meetings and go to school online and spend time
with their families and to appreciate many of the little things
they had previously taken for granted. They learned to deal with
disappointment and frustration, with anger and hurt, with joy
and sadness. And they learned that life goes on and that they can
handle what the universe throws at them. They are prepared and
ready. They have the skills they need; but they also know that it’s
okay to ask for help, and actually, we all need each other more
than ever.
We, your teachers and staff and community, believe
wholeheartedly in the LCHS Class of 2020 and trust in you that
you will take all of your education, the textbook lessons and the
life lessons both, and become the great human beings we know
you can be. You have been through a lot, you are survivors, but
we know you will do more than survive. You will thrive!

emotional and mental health.
I witnessed student leaders step up and engage in conversation
with parents and administration on planning end of year events.
I accepted a donation from a local service club to support
graduation expenses.
I heard people ask for help, offer help, and care deeply for one
another.
As the class of 2020 prepares to walk across the stage in a way
never quite done before, in a world none of us has experienced
before, I am confident the love this community has poured into
our students will lead them on to great things. The resilience
growing in each of them will serve them well on the bumpy
road of life, and I know the memories of this time will serve as a
milestone in their lives, an “I remember when” story. We are living
history, and we are doing it with love.
Many blessings to the Class of 2020. May you live well, laugh
often, and may love always fill your hearts.
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Arjuna Adams

Arjuna is a great competetor and
holds himself to high standards.

Riley Banaszak

Riley’s determination will serve
her well in the years to come! I
will miss her very much!

Joanie Benson

Joanie is one of my favorite
students to laugh with! What a
lovely sense of humor!

Justine Benson

Justine is a fierce competitor,
strong student, and all around
wondereful young lady!

Allison Brewer

Thank you for always meeting me
with a smile, and making my day
more joyful!

Tredamas Casey

Trey has the smile, drive and
personality to be a success at
whatever he chooses!

Mary Lou
Cladoosby-Page

She loves to laugh! Mary Lou will
always be a positive cheerleader
for change!

Cienna Clinger

Cienna’s heart is strong and her
enthusiasm for life is great!

University of Hawaii

Washington State University

Western Washington University

Bellevue College

Workforce

Workforce

Washington State University

Workforce

Halen Cox

Charlie Cram

Cynthia George

Josue
Gonzalez-Silva

James Gosslin

Ian Heart Broker

Morgan Herrera

Noah Lee

Kindness is Halen’s middle name!
Halen is incredibly creative and
quietly persistent.

Merriam Webster shows Charlie’s
photo with the definition of
“GENTLEMAN.”

Your strength grows stronger
through every conflict or difficulty
that arises. Proud of you for never
giving up! I see you.

Skagit Valley College

Yareli
Lopez-Fernandez

One of the most helpful students
to walk the halls at LCHS

Western Washington University

Michael Pommels

Gonzaga University or
Washington State University

Logan Lowry

“Take pride in how far you have
come & have faith in how far you
can go, but don’t forget to enjoy
the journey” (Michael Josephson).

Intellectual and resilient. Josue
impressed me with his humor,
and thoughtfulness.

You never gave up! We are proud
of you James!

Ian is always friendly with a kind
word for everyone!

A great all-around student and
athlete. She fit right into LCHS.

Noah is a thoughful young
man with a good head on his
shoulders!

Workforce

Bellingham Technical College

United States Marine Corps

Skagit Valley College

University of Washington

Skagit Valley College

Mason Miles

Skyler Morse

Arianna Murchison

Joseph Musni

Gwyneth Nelson

Samantha Nelson

Always a bright outlook on life.
Ready to cheer up his teammates
with a joke or a laugh

Friendly and warm, she’ll light up
a room wherever she goes.

Thank you for being you, and for
being confident in your
awesome-ness!

Skagit Valley College

Bellingham Technical College

Bellingham Technical College

Workforce

Addison Reinstra

Lark
Rodriguez-Lewis

Alias Sanchez

Morgan Sidzyik

Joseph is a good friend and
a capable student. His quiet
leadership has been a model for
his classmates.

Gwyneth is a student who made a
plan and stuck to it with excellent
results! She will go far!

Loved having you in ASL... your
skill in signing is amazing!

Skagit Valley College

Montana State University

Workforce

Mariana Silva

Tucker Vincent

Domenic Wilbur

Class of 2020

Michael honors his obligations
and commitments to school,
family and community.

Skagit Valley College
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Rock star! Addie’s love for family,
school, and community shines
through in everything she does.

Western Washington University

Lark has a strong moral compass
that will always lead him well!

What a powerful circle of friends!
I bet he’ll have as strong a circle
through his whole life.

Always on task and thinking of
others. Morgan is loyal, kind, and
giving.

Bellingham Technical College

Bellingham Technical College

Washington State University

Strong, respectful and capable!
Mariana will go far!

Workforce

Will miss the quick sketches on
our whiteboard, and on EVERY
paper turned in. ;-)

Skagit Valley College

A dynamic leader who worked on
behalf of all LCHS students!

University of Washington
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Class
of
Remembering

Scholarships and Awards

Swinomish Education &
the entire Tribal Community
recognize:
Arjuna Adams
Mary Lou Page
Cynthia George
Tredamas Casey
Domenic Wilbur
Arianna
Murchison
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05-2020 SWINOMISH COMMUNICATIONS

Below is a partial list of awards received by the Class of 2020:

Our La Conner High School seniors are not celebrating
as usual, but they are celebrating! Students who are
moving on to technical, community and university
degrees will have scholarship support from many local
donors including the La Conner Community Scholarship
Foundation.
The Foundation’s general endowment is funded by 30
years of donations, bequests and memorials from the
community. As a result, it continues to award scholarships
in varying amounts to every student who applies. The
McMillan Scholarship, honoring Lee Diacos’ parents,
George and Lillian, annually awards one La Conner student
up to four years tuition, room, board and books to any
public community college, technical college or four year
university in Washington State. This award is determined
not only by academic excellence, but also by the student’s
commitment to serving the community of La Conner.
Riley Banaszak is this year’s recipient of the George
and Lillian McMillan scholarship. This continuing award
provides funds for tuition, room and board and books
for up to four years at a Washington State Public College
or University. Riley was deemed most eligible by the La
Conner Community Scholarship Foundation because
of her outstanding academic, extra-curricular and
community service record that includes support of the
special needs community, local sustainable agriculture
and school leadership. Community service is a key
requirement of the McMillan award. Riley will attend WSU
to earn a degree in an agricultural field, or perhaps public
health. Then she will be back, ready to make a difference
in her community, the Skagit Valley.

• Allen Lowe Memorial Scholarship, awarded by the La Conner
Teachers’ Association: Justine Benson
• Beverly Erickson Memorial Scholarship: Morgan Herrera
• Colleen Thulen Memorial Scholarship: Morgan Sidzyik
• Emma Hedbom and Joe Bowen Memorial Scholarship: Morgan
Herrera, Addison Reinstra, Morgan Sidzyik
• George and Lillian McMillan Award: Riley Banaszak
• Glen and Kay Bartlett Memorial Scholarship: Morgan Sidzyik
• James Gaches Gardner Memorial Scholarship: Charlie Cram
• Kenyon and Sissy Knopf Memorial Scholarship: Joanie Benson
• La Conner Alumni Association Awards: Charlie Cram, Logan
Lowry and Addison Reinstra
• La Conner Booster Club Scholarship: Charlie Cram, Morgan
Herrera, Noah Lee
• La Conner Community Scholarship Foundation award: Mary
Lou Cladoosby-Page, Josue Gonzalez-Silva, Logan Lowry,
Joseph Musni, Gwyneth Nelson, Alias Sanchez, Tucker Vincent
• La Conner Fire Department: Riley Banaszak, Ian Heart Broker,
Addison Reinstra
• La Conner Kiwanis:
• Chuck Hedlund Community Service Award: Addison Reinstra
• Luke and Lila Long Memorial Award: Yareli Lopez-Fernandez
• Kiwanis Merit award: Morgan Sidzyik
• La Conner Rotary:
• Academic Scholarship: Halen Cox
• Bert Langenhorst Community Service Scholarship: Morgan
Sidzyik
• Bob Hart Career/Tech Scholarship: Noah Lee
• Don Bakken Women in STEM Scholarship: Addison Reinstra
• Fred Martin Academic Scholarship: Charlie Cram
• Jim Hulbert Career/Tech Scholarship: Josue Gonzalez-Silva
• Mt. Vernon Elks Roger Benjamin Vocational/Technical
Scholarship: Josue Gonzalez-Silva
• Peth Family Memorial Scholarship: Yareli Lopez-Fernandez
• Rupert Anderson Memorial Scholarship: Arjuna Adams
• Skagit Rotary: Addison Reinstra
• Skagit Runners: Charlie Cram
• Soroptimists International of La Conner: Riley Banaszak, Charlie
Cram, Morgan Herrera, Noah Lee, Yareli Lopez-Fernandez,
Addison Reinstra
• Swinomish Tribal Scholarship: Arjuna Adams, Tredamas Casey,
Mary Lou Cladoosby-Page, Ariana Murchison, Domenic Wilbur
• Washington State Elks Association Vocational/Technical
Scholarship: Josue Gonzalez-Silva
• Whitaker Memorial Scholarship: Morgan Herrera
• Wilson Family Memorial Scholarship: Justine Benson
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Class
of
Remembering
Judy Zimmerman, Class of 2020 Teacher for 4th and 5th grade
I remember this class being quite artistic, both boys and girls. One writing
assignment that gave us all a giggle was one they embraced with spirit. I asked
each student to give me a word. It had to be appropriate, a noun, verb or
adjective. They had to use every one of the words listed on the board in a story.
They had fun writing and trying to figure out how to keep to their theme and
still use all the words.
The poems included here were from our week with poet Lorraine Ferra who
was great at describing her assignment, expressive when reading examples,
then turning them loose to do their own. The kids were willing and cooperative
and wonderful examples of fifth grade thinking and writing.
Some students from my class that year remain strong in my memories:
Yareli L. was lovely! So very supported by her family. She was persistent, had
a sweet attitude, always smiling, never gave up. She taught us all the value of
perseverance.
Skyler M. made us think in new ways about EVERYTHING, never accepting
what was said or written.
Morgan S, Sam N, and Riley B. were willing to help with anything anytime.
Trey C. was the sweetest boy, always ready with a winning smile and hug.
They were a sweet group. I loved them all.
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2020
Congratulations
& Best Wishes!
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Contact Us

Dr. Whitney Meissner, Superintendent: 466.3171 wmeissner@lc.k12.wa.us
Beverly Bowen, Elementary Principal: 466.3172 bbowen@lc.k12.wa.us
Todd Torgeson, Middle/High School Principal: 466.3173 ttorgeson@lc.k12.wa.us

La Conner Schools Web Site: lcsd.wednet.edu

Support our Braves Booster Club
Braves Booster Club (BBC) is a service-oriented
club that lends support, both moral and financial, to
academic, athletic, musical, and social activities for
the La Conner Middle/High School. Its purpose is
to develop and implement fundraising opportunities,
promote participation at school events, and provide
scholarship assistance for students. The BBC provides volunteer assistance, advocates for the school
in the community, provides forums for discussions
on student issues, supports and recognizes staff,
and provides scholarships to graduating seniors.
Joining the Braves Booster Club (individual or
business) is important to the health and culture of our
community. It costs $25 (individual) / $50 (business)
Thank you for your continued support. Welcome
per year. The dues aid in providing extracurricular to those joining us this year. Questions or comments
support for our students. Please fill out the form can be directed to laconnerboosterclub@gmail.com.
located on the La Conner School District website
Kelly Harper (President), Christine Tripp (Vice
(www.lcsd.wednet.edu) or in thePhoto
school
office.
The
Terri
(Treasurer),
and2.0
Steve
credits: Tulip Festival Photo,President),
by Jonathan Miske,
via Cunningham
Flickr - Used with Creative
Commons BY-SA
licensing.
Booster Club web page can be found under the Johnson
Image modified
to include Seniors. Senior photos provided by Kathy Herrera.
(Secretary).
Extracurricular heading.
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