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Levies Are for Learning
By Dr. Whitney Meissner, Superintendent

On behalf of the La Conner School District Board of 
Directors, we thank you for your past and ongoing support 
of La Conner Schools. Ballots are due February 12, and we 
encourage you to vote in this and all elections.

The levy request for your consideration will support 
several programs, all of which support student learning. In 
addition, we are pleased to note that the levy rate we are 
asking has decreased, while at the same time the donation 
from the Swinomish Tribe has increased. We are so grateful 
to our community.

Safety is connected to learning. When students and staff 
are able to learn and teach in a pleasant environment that is 
both physically and emotionally safe, learning increases. We 
consistently review our safety plans, and our strategic plan 
has a goal area focused on a caring school environment.

Transportation is connected to learning. In addition 
to the daily routes to and from school, our amazing bus 
drivers have found their schedules increasingly complex 
as we support our McKinney Vento (homeless) and foster 
care students. Ensuring students have consistent and stable 
access to schooling is very important for all children, but 
especially those who are in transitional or unpredictable 
housing situations.

Food is connected to learning. When children have 
bellies full of nutritious food, they are more likely to be able 
to focus, and learning is enhanced. We are pleased that our 
levy funds are able to enhance our locally sourced meal 
options for our students and staff.

Special programs are connected to learning. For students 
needing support through highly capable programs and 
special education, our local levy fills the gap left from 
underfunded state and federal allocations.

Extra-curricular programs are connected to learning. The 
research is clear: when students are involved in school clubs, 
sports, drama, or other activities, their classroom learning 
increases. It is our hope that every La Conner Brave finds an 
activity that is meaningful to them.

STEM is connected to learning. Students consistently 
report that their experiences with STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)activities are 
one of the best parts of their day. Our levy funds, in addition 
to several grant awards the district has received, will ensure 
that we will continue to be able to offer innovative, hands-
on learning experiences.

Please feel free to join us for one of our informational 
presentations on the details of the levy. Bring your questions, 
and again, thank you for your support!

By Rachel Drake, Class of 2019, ASB President
This year La Conner High School’s Key Club continued 

the tradition of doing “winter wishes” for the students of 
LCHS. Winter wishes give the students a chance to wish 
for anything that they want in hopes of maybe receiving it 
before they head out on winter break. This year we got a 
special request that could not be denied: Danny Rapada, a 
sophmore at LCHS, wished that he could be on the varsity 
basketball team. 

Danny was diagnosed in the 6th grade with a cancer 
that was attacking his bone marrow and blood, from which 
he is still recovering. Key Club was super excited to make 
this wish come true for Danny. 

On December 18th, La Conner had a home game 
against Friday Harbor. During this game, Danny was with 
the team, wearing a team jersey, and was announced as the 
6th man on the bench. To add to that, signs reading “Dano’s 
Court” were placed all around the gym.

Dano’s Court: A Winter Wish Come True
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By John Aguilar, District Safety Officer
Safety is a high priority for La Conner Schools. During 

the  2017-18 school year, the safety officer and superintendent 
co-chaired a safety committee that continues to meet and 
address both physical and emotional safety of staff and 
students. During the committee work, we collaborated 
with district staff and local first responders, including law 
enforcement and the fire department. This collaboration is 
ongoing, and our levy will continue to support safety in our 
schools. Some of the questions we are exploring together 
include:

• What types of emergencies are we most likely to 
experience?

• How would we respond to an emergency that 
occurred on campus after school hours?

• How would we address a large-scale regional 
emergency, such as an earthquake?

We have established monthly objective-based drills 
that allow us to simulate different scenarios and see how 

we respond. We also engage in regular discussions in small 
groups around possible emergency situations. After each 
drill and scenario discussion, we document what we’ve 
learned to help strengthen our future skills, knowledge, and 
expertise.

In March, we will conduct a parent reunification drill to 
see how well we can connect students and parents. We know 
this is a big worry spot for parents in the event of a serious 
emergency at school. We want to be prepared to connect 
children and parents safely, quickly, and calmly. If you are 
interested in participating, please contact our safety officer, 
John Aguilar, or any building administrator.

Finally, we are working to enhance the social-emotional 
learning at all schools. The elementary utilizes Sanford 
Harmony curriculum. The middle school has recently 
begun a homeroom curriculum exploring relationships and 
school culture. We strongly believe that the biggest key to 
school safety is positive school climate. We are so thankful 
that is a strength of La Conner Schools!

Safety and Emergency Preparedness

Knowledge Bowl is a High School “Quiz Bowl” type 
competition. We have supported Knowledge Bowl teams in 
our district for over 30 years. In 2016, the Somewhat Clean 
team brought home the State Trophy for La Conner! This 

year we are supporting two teams and have a number of 
high schoolers competing for the first time. Practice does 
indeed make perfect and this year’s teams are determined to 
be State Tournament-bound.

Knowledge Bowl
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Levy Information: Frequent Questions

The 2019 Levy RENEWS funding for learning programs 
such as safety, activities, band, choir, drama, STEM, athletics, 
food services, and transportation for two years (through 
2021). The levy additionally provides funding for academic 
support through our after-school Braves’ Club, the HiCap 
program, and special education.
Why is this called a “Replacement Educational Pro-
grams and Operation Levy?”

The ballot measure is titled a “replacement” levy because 
this is not a new tax request. Instead, this measure is asking 
voters to continue a portion of the two-year educational 
programs and operation levy they approved in 2017. 
How often do we vote for the Educational Programs & 
Operations Levy?

The last levy election was February 2017. Like many 
school districts, La Conner operates the Educational 
Programs & Operations (EP&O) Levy on a 2-year cycle. Levy 
elections are often held every two years and are necessary 
to renew the expiring EP&O Levy, formerly known as the 
Maintenance & Operations (M&O) Levy. La Conner voters 
have a long history of supporting local levies.  Thank you!
Does the district collect more money if more homes or 
businesses are built, or if property values increase?

No! The EP&O Levy sets the renewal rate at $1.50 per 
$1,000 of assessed value, but if the assessed value increases, 
the rate per thousand will decrease. 

Maximum EP&O levy amounts for 2020 and 2021 are:
2020 - $874,605
2021 - $874,605

How is our local levy impacted by the McCleary and 
Great Wolf Lodge decisions?

In response to McCleary, the burden to fund basic 
education is now heavier at the state level. In addition, the 
allowable tax rates for local levies are reduced by statute. The 
amount La Conner School District may collect is capped 
at $1.50 per $1000 of assessed valuation. This rate is over 
$1.00 per $1000 less than the levy which this 2019 levy will 
replace. The legislation is noted below. 

RCW  84.52.0531: Enrichment levies by school districts—
Maximum dollar amount—Definitions—Enrichment 
levy expenditure plan approval—Rules—Deposit of 
funds. (Effective January 1, 2019.)
(1) Beginning with taxes levied for collection in 2019, 
the maximum dollar amount which may be levied by or 
for any school district for enrichment levies under RCW  
84.52.053 is equal to the lesser of one dollar and fifty cents 
per thousand dollars of the assessed value of property in 
the school district or the maximum per-pupil limit.

The Great Wolf Lodge decision still applies: currently, 
this levy will be assessed to non-tribal properties. District 
administrators recently met with Swinomish Tax Committee, 
and we are pleased to report that their annual donation has  
been increased by $260,000 to a total of $660,000. Thank 
you, Swinomish!

NOTE: The REPLACEMENT Educational Programs & 
Operations Levy must receive 50% + 1 “yes” votes to pass.

Levies are for Learning
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Levy Information: Frequent Questions Why This Local Levy Now?

By Brad Smith, LCSD Board Member
Over the past year, there have been huge changes in 

how Washington State funds public education.  In response 
to the McCleary Supreme Court decision, the legislature 
passed a comprehensive make-over of how the State funds 
our public schools.  Nearly every school district has been 
impacted by these changes, both positively and negatively.  
Our new teacher and staff contracts are part of this new 
funding program, as are new restrictions on what we can 
spend State funds for, and what we can no longer use these 
funds for.

There is no doubt that the legislature will continue to 
fine tune and modify this new funding model, but in the 
meantime, our district is obligated to teach every student 
a rigorous and challenging curriculum, every day.  As 
described in this Lantern, the new State law does not 
fully fund many aspects of our educational programs that 
we consider absolutely essential to our students: special 
education, nutrition, extracurricular activities, after 
school programs, reduced class sizes, arts and science 
enhancements, and many more things that have made La 
Conner schools so influential both to our students’ lives and 
in our community.  That’s why we are required to run local 
district levies, to provide local funds that go beyond the 
State’s legal definition of “basic education.”

Through both increased State funding and the generosity 
of our Swinomish tribal partners, the school board was able 
to significantly reduce the amount of the upcoming levy 
request compared to the last several years.  The proposed 
levy amount is reduced by roughly 20% compared to the 
most recent 2-year levy.  The proposed school levy cuts the 
school district’s part of your property tax, but still provides 
for the programs and activities that make La Conner schools 
what they are.  

Our proposal will cut your local taxes, but there are 
a lot of changes in how schools are now funded, and you 
will want to look at our reduced levy request carefully.  I 
urge you to contact your La Conner School Board members 
(our phone numbers and emails are on the district website), 
attend a public levy meeting, talk to your neighbors and 
your children’s/grandchildren’s teachers, and read the local 
papers as you decide how to vote on this vital levy issue.  We 
are so grateful for your participation in this levy process, 
as well as for your continued support of our community’s 
schools.

Year Contribution 
Amount

Purpose Received To 
Date

2019 $500,000 General Fund

$60,000 Braves Club

$100,000 Capital Projects Fund: 
Roof Replacement 
Each year for five years 
toward the cost of 
replacing gym roof.

2018 $400,000 General Fund $396,800

$30,000 General Fund: Special 
Purpose
High School Gym 
Sound System 
Upgrade

$30,000

$40,000 General Fund: Special 
Purpose
1/2 cost to replace 
the bleachers in High 
School Gym

$40.000

$100,000 Capital Projects Fund: 
Roof Replacement

$99.200

2017 $400,000 General Fund $397,720

$ 70,591 Transportation Vehicle 
Fund  (Half the cost of 
a new bus)

$70,591

2016 $400,000 General Fund $398,080

$50,000 Technology CPF $49,760

2015 $400,000 General Fund $398,880

From Our Board Swinomish Contributions
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La Conner Elementary School

By Teagan Swanson, Class of 2026
On Tuesday November 27th Mr. Hunter’s and Mrs. 

Auman’s classes went on a field trip to the Museum of Flight 
in Seattle. Traditionally, the 5th grade classes have gone to 
the Museum of Flight every fall. This is the eleventh class 
to enjoy the trip. There were some dilemmas on the bus, 
but the students soon got on their way. As they drove, the 
classes thought how exciting this trip would be. 

When they arrived, it was raining but their determination 
kept their spirits high. As they entered, their gasps made the 
museum staff beam. Hundreds of planes everywhere, on the 
ceiling and on the ground. The classes got into their groups 
with their chaperones, and set off. Mrs. Auman’s class first 
went to the Challenge Learning Center, while Mr. Hunter’s 
class toured the museum. 

The Challenge Learning Center is where students 
learn how to work together. The prompt the students were 
given imagined them in the future. The year is 2076. New 
astronauts are setting off for Mars. The MTV crew will get 
in their shuttle and fly to Mars, while Mission Control will 
guide the crew on how to get there. Students learn to work 
together, while solving problems on their own. They will get 
badges and coats, and the staff will make the Mars Mission 
seem quite real.

As a requirement of the field trip, students were 
instructed to pick an airplane at the Museum of Flight and 
write an expository (informative) research paper about 
it. Mr. Hunter’s class set off in their groups to find their 

airplanes and take notes. Each class spent three hours either 
in the Challenge Learning Center or touring the museum. 
After Mrs. Auman’s class finished their two hour trip to 
Mars, they ate lunch and switched places. Mr. Hunter’s 
class went to the Challenge Learning Center while Mrs. 
Auman’s class toured the museum. Soon, the teachers gave 
the students fifteen minutes to go to the gift shop, get what 
they wanted, and head off to the bus.

After the museum, students got to go to Dick’s Drive-In 
and order their dinner. It started to rain, so Priscilla, the 
amazing bus driver, allowed the kids to eat on the bus. Thank 
you, Priscilla! After the kids ate, the bus engine roared and 
they started for home in a downpour. At that time, it was 
about 4:15 p.m. The kids wouldn’t get home until after 6:00 
p.m. The kids laughed and felt sick as the bus headed for 
their school. As they approached the school, the teachers 
told that the classes were fantastic and that they did a very 
good job with their behavior. The parents were called to 
come pick their kids. They would groggily get up, and make 
the drive to pick up their kids at LCES. 

The next morning, Mr. Hunter told the classes that they 
were one of the best classes to ever attend the field trip to 
the Museum of Flight. The classes cheered as they heard the 
news. Good job 5th grade!

A special thank you to all of our chaperones and our 
bus driver, Priscilla. Also, thank you Museum of Flight for 
letting us go to your museum!

The 5th Grade Goes Flying
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La Conner Middle School

By Kailey Carlson, Class of 2024
This year our school finally got funding to have a robotics 

class in the middle school. All of us came to class excited and 
ready to work. The first time we broke into those brand new 
boxes and cut into the Lego bags was honestly one of the 
best parts of the year. After we unboxed all the Legos and 
organized them, it was time to build. Shortly after, we had 
eight basic-model robots. We chose our missions and were 
off, building attachments and writing programs to complete 
our missions. There were months where codes continued 
to fail and arms and attachments continued to break. Even 
though we were presented with all these challenges, we kept 
working. 

Then the First Lego League (FLL) competition started 
creeping up on us it was time to grind. We had to work on 
the robots as well as our project, which was finding a way 
is to prevent bone density loss in space. We had a former 
NASA astronaut come in to help us with our project. Her 
name was Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper, or as we knew her, 
one of the coolest people to step into a La Conner Schools 
classroom. She told us some problems we might encounter 
with our centrifuge idea (our solution to bone density loss). 
We tweaked our missions and our poster board, and to be 
honest, I had never been in a classroom with the level of 
focus that ours had the couple weeks and days leading up to 
the FLL competition.

 That morning we were to arrive at the middle school at 
6:45 to be on time to Cascade High School in Everett where 

the tournament was being held. Once we were there, we got 
to our table where the sheer “realness” set in, the fact that 
the work that we had been doing for the whole semester was 
about to be evaluated in three two and a half minute slots. 
We were told soon after we arrived that we were going to 
be presenting our project, doing our core values evaluation, 
and having our very robot design judged before we even 
had lunch: this may have not helped with the stress aspect.

 Both of the La Conner teams scored decently in all the 
events, but our best event was core values. We came back 
from lunch and went straight to programming our robots. 
We had set up a mat on the floor to practice our missions. 
We were buzzing, trying new missions, new programs, and 
new designs. La Conner had two teams; we would pass each 
other on the staircase and ask what scores the other team 
got as we were heading down to compete ourselves. I don’t 
think any of us will soon forget the feeling of adrenaline 
coursing through our veins as we walked up to the board 
(with some “Eye of the Tiger” pumping us up as well). We 
were hoping and praying that our programs would work, 
and in the last run of the day, the first team lucked out, we 
completed two missions that we had not intended to do. 
Needless to say, we were ecstatic. Jumping up and down 
squealing when the ref told us that we had completed the 
extra missions. I don’t know if it was the caffeine intake that 
was equivalent to four cups of coffee that I had personally 
consumed or the adrenaline from completing the missions 
but I was buzzing the rest of the night!

Middle School Robotics Competition



Page 8  Volume 22, Number 2

Highly Capable Program

By Naomi Williams, Elementary Para-educator and Parent
I am a parent of a child who has been in the Highly 

Capable (HiCap) program since it started at La Conner. 
When our child entered kindergarten, he was reading/
comprehending at a 5th grade level. His teachers for the first 
2 years of school were wonderful in identifying and giving 
him what he needed and giving us the tools to teach him at 
home. But by 2nd grade he needed more. At the time, there 
wasn’t a program to help kids who had mastered what was 
being taught in the classroom and wanted to move beyond. 
Our son was happy socially but getting bored in class and 
for the first time not loving school. Coincidentally, at this 
same time, there were talks happening at the district level 
regarding supplemental programs that could reach the 
kids who were often overlooked because they were already 
above grade level, deemed to not need extra help, and often 
asked to help teach other kids in the classroom. Soon after, 
thankfully, those kids were not overlooked anymore and the 
HiCap program began.

The HiCap program has taken our child, and others, 
to new levels of learning. In 2nd grade he went from not 
excited to go to school to nonstop chatter about advanced 
math theories and in-depth discussions about our water 
usage and its environmental impact.  My son has learned 
to do in-depth research on subjects ranging from the water 
crisis in the South Sudan to Veterans Day. He has done 
difficult fictional and nonfictional book studies, creative 
story writing, public speaking, critical thinking in advanced 
math, created a board game from idea to product, and 
currently is researching the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals and is developing a plan to implement 
one of them. All of this while continuing to be at or above 
grade level in his regular classes. 

I work as a para-educator at La Conner Elementary 
working with 3-5th graders in the Learning Assistance 
Program (LAP) and the Title Math program. HiCap, LAP, 
and Title on paper might sound dissimilar: one working 
with kids who are above grade level and the others working 
with kids trying to be at grade level, but really they are the 
same. Both programs are teaching kids right where they are 
in their learning journey.

A Parent’s Perspective

Lessons in VR
By Ryan Hiller, Tech Director and High School Teacher

As part of a grant to provide equitable access to 
computer science for all, Facebook generously provided an 
Oculus Rift Virtual Reality (VR) Headset, a powerful laptop 
to run the Oculus, a classroom set of cardboard cell phone 
VR headsets, and a Ricoh 360 degree camera.

The tech team will be working with classroom teachers to 
utilize the equipment for deeper investigation and learning 
opportunities. For instance, in the photography class we’ll 
delve into 3D and 360 degree photography techniques. In 
the Introduction to Computer Science course we’ll learn VR 
programming. In other classes we’ll use the equipment to go 
places and do things not otherwise possible.

Facebook provided these materials with the  “aim to 
provide U.S. middle and high school students with access to 
high quality computer science and virtual reality education 
in order to generate interest in computer science careers.”
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Virtual Reality (VR) in the High School

Above: Thomas running through the Oculus introduction program. He’ll be coding a VR environment 
in introduction to computer science class. Below: As an introduction to how 3D Vision works, 

Samantha created her own phone-based VR headset out of cardboard and plastic lenses.
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Drama and Set Design  Exceptional Food Service

By Halen Cox, Class of 2019
The drama program is for anyone who is interested in 

acting, theatre, film, and what goes on behind the scenes. 
All the plays are student led. Justice Morgan and Mary Lou 
Page directed the last play “Snappy’s Happy Half-Hour.”  My 
favorite thing about the drama program is the new people 

you meet. Since joining the drama club I have made so many 
new friends and have learned to branch out of my shell!

The drama club will next partner with Mr. Carrigan’s Set 
Design class to prepare our spring production, anticipating 
a mid-May performance. Look for more infomation this 
April.
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Drama and Set Design  Exceptional Food Service

Now hiriNg:  
SubStitute buS 

driverS 
Free traiNiNg! iF you are lookiNg 

For part time work, eNjoy kidS, aNd 
have a good driviNg record, thiS 
might be the job For you! claSSeS 
begiN late February. coNtact kim 
pedroza at (360) 202-6426 For 

more iNFormatioN.

By Georgia Johnson, Food Services Director

New Food Service Staff
Welcome Amber Phillips, Nutrition and Dietician 

Intern, to La Conner Schools for the months of January and 
February. Amber is in the Nutrition Program at University 
of Northern Colorado. She is excited to be here and will 
work in our food service kitchens, learning about how we 
cook, and serve real meals to real kids and staff. She will also 
receive experience in the seamless operation from federal/
state regulations through what and how much ends up on 
a child’s plate. She is interested in the education pieces and 
has much experience with nutrition curriculum for k-12 
classrooms. We are excited for all she can share with us.
Candy Cane Brunch

It was a very festive affair. Brunch opened with preschool 
students and families to the 5th grade band playing their 
Seasonal Hits playlist, compliments of Band Leader 
McKenzie Clark. At some point during the elementary 
period every class took the opportunity to sing their 
chosen songs. Many were dressed in their holiday attire.  
Our resident Holiday Elf, Dr. Meissner, was on the job all 
morning, greeting students and staff, delivering gifts and 
making sure everyone had a slice of her home made fudge. 

As the Middle School and High School came in the hot 
cocoa was drank, the cards opened, more gifts exchanged. 
We thank custodian Clay Reeves for cleaning up all the 
glitter and folderol that landed on the floor. Food Service 
counted 565 revelers coming through for the delicious ham, 
cinnamon rolls, and fruit. Pineapple and fresh strawberries 
were a big hit. Thank you to the board and Dr. Meissner 
for providing this great opportunity for the school family to 
gather and celebrate.
Composting/Recycling 2018-2019

Food Services would like you to know and be proud 
of your students for the great job they do in composting 
and recycling. Because of the education in the classroom 
and cafeterias, because of our active volunteer composter/
recycler Anne Bayse, and because of our relentless 
composting set up and take down, LaConner Schools Food 
Services puts about 15 lb. of waste in the landfill per day. 
Only 15 pounds of waste is not streamed into some kind of 
reclamation. We serve about 450 meals per day. The cost to 
truck to landfill is $85 a ton. The cost to truck compost is 
$20 a ton. You can see how we are doing the right thing and 
saving money at the same time. 
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POSTAL CUSTOMER

Braves Booster Club (BBC) is a service-oriented 
club that lends support, both moral and financial, to 
academic, athletic, musical, and social activities for 
the La Conner Middle/High School. Its purpose is 
to develop and implement fundraising opportunities, 
promote participation at school events, and provide 
scholarship assistance for students. The BBC pro-
vides volunteer assistance, advocates for the school 
in the community, provides forums for discussions 
on student issues, supports and recognizes staff, 
and provides scholarships to graduating seniors. 

Joining the Braves Booster Club (individual or 
business) is important to the health and culture of our 
community. It costs $25 (individual) / $50 (business) 
per year. The dues aid in providing extracurricular 
support for our students. Please fill out the form 
located on the La Conner School District website 
(www.lcsd.wednet.edu) or in the school office. The 
Booster Club web page can be found under the 
Extracurricular heading.

Thank you for your continued support. Welcome 
to those joining us this year. Questions or comments 
can be directed to laconnerboosterclub@gmail.com. 

Kelly Harper (President), Christine Tripp (Vice 
President), Terri Cunningham (Treasurer), and Steve 
Johnson (Secretary).

Support our Braves Booster Club
Levy Information Meetings

ContaCt Us
Dr. Whitney Meissner, Superintendent: (360)466.3171 wmeissner@lc.k12.wa.us
Beverly Bowen, Elementary Principal: (360)466.3172 bbowen@lc.k12.wa.us
Todd Torgeson, Middle/High School Principal: (360)466.3173 ttorgeson@lc.k12.wa.us
Kathy Herrera, 5-12 Assistant Principal: (360)466.3173 kherrera@lc.k12.wa.us
Andy Wheeler, Special Services Director: (360)466.3171 awheeler@lc.k12.wa.us
Bonnie Haley, Business Manager: (360)466.3171 bhaley@lc.k12.wa.us
La Conner Schools Web Site: lcsd.wednet.edu

RemembeR to Vote by FebRUaRy 12!

pleaSe joiN uS at aNy oF the FollowiNg levy preSeNtatioNS, duriNg 
which we will Share iNFormatioN oN our curreNt levy aNd be 

available to aNSwer your queStioNS:

• January 21 ~ Rotary Dinner at Farmhouse Inn Restaurant at 6:00PM
• January 22 ~ Chamber of Commerce at La Conner Civic Garden Club at 9:00AM
• January 22 ~ City Council Meeting at Maple Center at 6:00PM
• January 28 ~ School Board Meeting at 5:30PM
• January 29 ~ Public Meeting in District Office Board Room at 5:30PM


