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Congratulations to our 8th grade Class as they move up to high sChool next year!

Celebrating Our Strengths Salish Sea Expedition

By Dr. Whitney Meissner, Superintendent
As the 2018-19 school year comes to a close, it’s a 

great opportunity to reflect on the many experiences 
and successes our students, staff, and district have to 
celebrate.

Academically, we saw our 9th and 10th grade 
students make tremendous gains in the rates at which 
they passed classes first semester. In both classes, 
84% of students passed all of their classes first 
semester; class failures dropped significantly. Our girls’ 
track team won the 2B Academic State Championship, 
meaning they had the highest combined GPA of any 2B 
girls’ track team in the state. District-wide, our staff has 
been working on strengthening the learning experience 
for all students by emphasizing project-based learning, 
experiential education, and student voice.

Our school environment has been another area 
of focus. During our first “Principal for a Day” event, 
community leaders visited our schools and, without 
exception, they commented on the warmth and care 
that is palpable throughout the district. By focusing on 
teaching children skills to resolve conflict, focusing on 
care and kindness, and using restorative practices after 
incidents, we are strengthening relationships daily. 
Additionally, our conversations about school safety 

have deepened, and we are listening to our students 
as they share their experiences – both what aspects of 
LC Schools feel safe, and where they have worries and 
concerns. We look forward to continuing to engage in 
conversations with students and community on these 
challenging issues.

Other celebrations include our girls winning the 
volleyball State Championship, Knowledge Bowl 
placing fourth at state (and beating our local Rotary Club 
in a head-to-head contest), outstanding musical and 
theatrical productions, and a senior class graduating 
90% of its students on time. We also congratulate senior 
Matty Lagerwey for earning 8 state championships. 
We’ll be keeping an eye on her as she continues her 
academic and athletic prowess at Western Washington 
University.

We know we still have work to do. Transitions 
and growing pains are challenging, and sometimes 
frustrating and confusing. What we know for sure is 
that the strengths and celebrations of La Conner are 
significant and will continue to help us address the 
growth areas needing a bit of improvement. 

To the Class of 2019, live well, laugh often, and may 
love fill your hearts!

By Heidi Darling, Title IC Services Coordinator
In May, I was pleased to participate as a chaperone 

on the Salish Seas Expedition aboard the SS Carlyn. 
Our trip on the Carlyn was amazing for our group of 
16 middle schoolers. I was especially excited to go 
as a chaperone on this trip with my dad, Mr. Plank, 
who organized the trip for his Marine Science class. 
In addition to chaperoning, I was asked to bring some 
of the students from my “Migrant Program” here at La 
Conner Middle School. Principal Torgeson, Special 
Services Director Andy Wheeler, and I agreed this 
was an excellent idea and opportunity for both groups 
of students. 

The dynamics were outstanding among all of the 
participating students, who, despite our small school, 
may never have spoken to each other, let alone worked 
together as a team. The ship crew taught them things 
like setting the sails, bringing in the fenders, and some 
boating vocabulary, such as, starboard, port, bow, stern, 
boom, jib, cleat, head, galley, cockpit, and fender. For 
the trip, the crew split the kids into two groups, “water 
watch” (blue life jackets) and “wind watch” (red life 
jackets). Throughout each day, they spent half a day 
doing navigation and sails in the cockpit while the 
other group performed science-related activities such 

as deploying a nixus or testing the water from the bow. 
Then the groups would switch for the other half of the 
day. 

The first night we docked at Orcas Island where the 
girls and I camped in tents we all put up and the boys 
and Mr. Plank slept on the boat. The second night, 
after another day of science on the boat, we docked 
at James Island and we all took a nice hike to a great 
beach for some tide pooling. The boys camped on the 
beach this night. The girls and I slept on the boat and did 
ship chores like swabbing the decks. As a chaperone, I 
helped the crew with things like setting the kids up in a 
“fireline” when we departed the ship on each of the two 
islands. In a fireline, the kids lined up starting a couple 
feet from the ship, all the way to the dock or land, and 
then we passed everything off the boat from hand to 
hand for camping and cooking. 

The entire trip was a very cool experience for us as 
chaperones, and for the kids and we all came home 
thankful for the opportunity to have gone. 

students form a fireline to transport the food and gear from ship to shore and baCk.



The La Conner Lantern  Page 5Page 4  Volume 22, Number 3

Students at Work

mrs. Zimmerman’s Class exlpored the loCal flora while enjoying a field trip to padilla bay this spring.

By Jennifer Gudmundson, Dyslexia Specialist
There’s a new reading program in town, and it’s 

really making an impact! The Learning Assistance 
Program at LCES expanded this year to include a 
third tier of reading intervention. This more intensive 
help is designed to meet the needs of students who 
did not meet expected reading goals despite previous 
interventions.

My name is Jennifer Gudmundson. I am a former MS/
HS English teacher, turned elementary paraeducator. 
I now have the privilege of leading a group of 11 
students from grades 1-5, individually, through 
Susan Barton’s Reading and Spelling Program. 
The program, initially designed for students with 
Dyslexia, has proven to be an effective intervention 
for many with reading and spelling difficulties. As 
they proceed through the program, students fill 
in missing and unmastered skills and build from 
these skills at their own pace. Each lesson uses 
research-based Orton Gillingham strategies using 
multi-sensory methods. There are ten levels to the 
program. Once completed, students gain the ability 
to read and spell almost any word in our language.

I don’t believe I am exaggerating when I say that 
each of my students has made great gains this year! 
Does that always translate to improved test scores? 
Not everytime. But, giving students the tools they 
need to become successful readers is pretty exciting. 
We talk a lot about having a growth mindset, which 
basically means they begin to believe that they can 
learn to read well, they just may not have learned, 
or mastered, it...YET!! Some of the greatest gains 
this year have been watching students who said 
they couldn’t read, or hated to read, actually look 
forward to coming to their session. This change in 
attitude towards reading gives them a huge boost. 
They are learning perseverance to work through 
challenges. They are becoming masters of their 
own learning. They are making sense of language 
and they are developing the skills and mindset to 
become lifelong learners. Our learning space is an 
exciting place to be!

But, there are those who don’t believe true growth 
has occurred without hard data. Well, I am pleased 

to announce that I can satisfy skeptics in that area as 
well. End-of-the-year STAR reading scores are showing 
that my students are making great gains in reading. 
By the date of this submission, 8 of my 11 students 
have been tested and each has made several months 
growth and several of them made more than a year’s 
growth. These numbers are significant when compared 
to prior years’ growth and/or projected growth rates. The 
program is a success! I look forward to continuing the 
program into the future and supporting as many of our 
struggling students as possible.

Reading Program Making a Difference

mrs. malComson’s Class works together on a “glad” 
piCture sort (guided language aCquitision design).

our legs are perpendiCular lines. when our legs Cross, 
they make a right angle. by iris and kimy

adalynn praCtiCes putting a sentenCe together using all of its 
Component parts and the spelling rules she’s been praCtiCing in 

mrs. gudmundson’s Class.
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Hands-on Experiences

By Susanne Bruland, Third Grade Teacher
While learning about early pioneer life, we learned that pioneers had to churn their own butter and, after their 

hard work, enjoyed slathering it on “johnny cakes,” a thin version of corn bread. Evan Magill brought in a butter 
churn for the class to see and then we made our own butter using heavy whipping cream and several pint jars. 
We shook and shook until the cream seized and then added salt. We enjoyed our butter on fresh-from-the-oven 
corn bread and homemade jam that Aisley Zimmerman brought in. We all agreed that pioneer children worked 
hard to help around the house and farm, but also got to enjoy the fruits of their labor!

Third Graders Make Butter...
This year La Conner High School offered an elective beekeeping class, taught by Todd Hinderman. During 

the semester, the class visited Sanctuary Farms Apiary; in the above photo, students are listening to Dr. Jennifer 
Short share beekeeping information. The class installed two bee hives on campus (pictured below). Here’s 
hoping they will share their honey to go with next year’s johnny cakes and home-churned butter!

...While High Schoolers Make Honey
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Presenting the Class of 2019

Isaiah  Rodriguez

Wyoming 
Tech

Braden Southard

Undecided

Ashleigh Thomas

University 
of 
Washington 
Bothell

Spencer Tripp

Hawaii 
Pacific 
University

Leeanndra John Cayou

Work

Kendall Johnson

University 
Of 
Washington

Kyle Jones

Skagit 
Valley 
College

Madison Kooch

Skagit 
Valley 
College

Michael Kooch

Work

Arlo Liddell

University 
Of 
Washington

Victor Bailey

Bellingham 
Tech

Tyeton Bates

Work/Travel

Sophia Benetti

Washington 
State 
University

Jasmine Cayou

Western 
Washington 
University

Mary Cisneros

Bellingham 
Tech

Rachel  Drake

Western 
Washington 
University

Raven Edwards

SVC Or 
Evergreen 
State

Fabian Flores

Skagit 
Valley 
College

Alicia Guerrero-Gobert

University 
Of 
Washington

Joshua  Hanstad

Bellingham 
Tech

Matthew Harper

Skagit 
Valley 
College

Chad John

Work

Gabriel  Mancuso

Job Corp 
Cascades 
College 
& Career 
Academy

Ian Markert

Skagit  
Valley  
College

Maizie McCollum

Eastern 
Washington 
University

Jack Tronsdal

The 
Evergreen 
State 
College

Jordan Juarez

Undecided

Alexandria Bill

Northwest 
Indian 
College

Kayla Hagen

Western 
Washington 
University

Lily McLeod

Skagit 
Valley 
College

Molly Meissner

Western 
Washington 
University

Justin Moran

Bellingham 
Tech

Matty Lagerwey

Western 
Washington 
University

Jonis Clark

Bellingham 
Tech

Harley Hulbert

Western 
Washington 
University

Erik Nelson

Washington 
State 
University

Congratulations 
and best wishes!
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Student Wellness

Title I,C Student Advocate
By Andy Wheeler, Special Services 
Director

This year we have been able to 
add a student advocate to support our 
secondary students enrolled in our Title 
I,C program. Filling this position is Heidi 
Darling, who assists students with the 
academic and non-instructional support 
they may need to succeed in school. 
She focuses on students with failing 
grades, monitoring and tracking their 
attendance and academic progress, 
working with them to improve their grades 
with a goal of on-time graduation. She 
also helps students enroll in sponsored 
activities such as the Native American 
Arts Academy and Dare to Dream.

Additionally, Heidi is our Title I,C 
recruiter. She communicates with 
families, both new and renewing, to see 
if they qualify for the program. You’ll 
see her at community events and high 
visibility settings where she’s able to 
talk with families and students to check 
on eligibility. Also look for fliers around 
the community telling more about this 
program and who she is.

If you would like to contact Heidi, for 
student support or program eligibility, 
please email her  hdarling@lc.k12.wa.us 
or call her at (360)466-3173.

By Christine Valdez, Prevention-Intervention  
Specialist

La Conner Middle School’s Empowering 
Teens Club travelled to Great Wolf Lodge on May 
21 and 22 to compete against other prevention 
clubs with a presentation of their “Choose Not to 
Use” project.

The event is part of the annual Spring Youth 
Forum. Teams had to apply and be accepted 
in order to attend. Additional funding is being 
provided by the Swinomish Wellness Department. 
Winning teams will get the opportunity to attend 
a national prevention conference.

ETC members partnered with a group from 
United General Hospital to work on a Social 
Norms campaign that will continue into next 
year. The project is part of the countywide 
#OurStoriesOurChoices campaign.  

To participate in the campaign, La Conner 
needed to submit 80 surveys. Our members 
collected over 100 completed surveys from their 
peers. Next, they established a focus group in 
which they reviewed the survey results. Based 
on those results, ETC members are now sharing 
the message that most middle schoolers choose 
not to use.

To do this project, club members used what 
they learned at the Prevention Conference in 
Yakima in November 2018. 

Christine Valdez, Club Advisor and Prevention-
Intervention Specialist for the middle and high 
school, said, “I was proud of them for pushing 
through the necessary but not very fun parts of strategic 
planning so they could see their project come alive.”

Club events have included a lunchtime activity, 
where students were invited to write down why they 
“Choose Not to Use” and be part of a video. The 
video was then used in a presentation that ETC club 
members shared with Mrs. Auman’s and Mr. Hunter’s 
fifth grade classes. 

“I just know it’s not a good choice and it affects 
grades,” says 7th grader Bradley Williams. Bradley is 
co-leader of the group with Kailey Carlson, who is also 
in 7th grade. 

“I choose not to use because I want to live up to my 

Empowering Teens Club

full potential,” Kailey says. 
Several students also talked and wrote about being 

affected by substance use of family members and 
others close to them.

The project will continue into next year with a poster 
contest and other activities. Club members create 
activities and presentations during twice-a-week 
lunchtime meetings. Other current active members are 
secretaries Ella Simpson, Abigail Udlock, and Alfonso 
Sampson, all in 7th grade, and 8th grade members: 
Hailey Hoyt, Lexi Leiss, and Hadley Shears.

Current members will get lots of help next year. 
Many fifth graders have already signed up to join 
Empowering Teens Club in the fall.

in april, la Conner middle sChool students were invited to 
write and post why they “Choose not to use” as part of an 

empowering teens Club aCtivity.

above: kailah and heidi painted this seCtion of the wall as part of a 
mural painting projeCt. kailah wanted an oCean theme in Celebration of 
our loCal salmon. below: mr. Clark leads the middle sChool band in 

their “end of year” ConCert.
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Students Win Local Awards

LCMS sixth grader Eyowyn Sams-Gustafson won the 2019 Skagit Conservation District Poster Contest 
in the 4-6 grade category. Out of 119 student posters submitted from all over the county, the LCMS Art Class 
submitted 27 posters.

LCMS Students Win Essay Contest
We have two winners from the Washington State Law Enforcement Association annual essay contest “Why 

I will say NO to Alcohol and Drugs!” Each year, it is an assignment in 8th grade English Language Arts class. 
This year, Mrs. Sehlin teamed up with Prevention Specialist Christine Valdez to encourage participation. Sehlin 
and Valdez read every essay and submitted the top 3 student essays. Two La Conner Middle School students’ 
essays were awarded high marks (and cash prizes!): Sammy Davidson is the Region 3 First Place Winner (won 
$200); Ariana Siddle is the Region 3 Third Place Winner (won $100). 

Lea Diacos-McMillan, a lifelong resident of La Conner, was the only child of George and Lillian McMillan.  
She graduated from La Conner High School in 1938, one of 17 graduates. Mrs. Diacos valued service to her 
community above all else and upon her death bequeathed her estate to the La Conner Scholarship Foundation 
for the purpose of establishing a four-year award for tuition, room and board and books.

This year’s recipient is Rachel Drake. Rachel has attended La Conner schools since kindergarten. She finished 
third in her class with a GPA of 3.88 and has an outstanding record of leadership, extra curricular activities, and 
volunteering. She will be attending Western Washington University and plans to major in education. Rachel 
recorded 163 hours of service and was known to always raise her hand when a request for volunteers was 
made. Rachel was chosen from a group of very deserving students who were also recognized for their superior 
effort with many other scholarship awards.

Congratulations to Rachel Drake

La Conner School District does not discriminate in any programs or 

activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, 

age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or 

identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 

and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated 

youth groups. For concerns, questions, or complaints about alleged 

discrimination, please contact: Andy Wheeler, Director of Special Services, 

La Conner School District, PO. Box 2103, La Conner, WA  98257 (360)466-

3171, awheeler@lc.k12.wa.us.

Please note that school will 
dismiss five minutes later next year: 

regular days: 8:10 - 2:40

early release days: 8:10 - 11:35
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La Conner Braves’ Club 2019-20 Calendar

By Marlene Brenton, Braves’ Club Director
The Braves’ Club is an ordinary building with an 

extraordinary climate. Students clamor at the door 
at 2:30, anxiously waiting for the program to begin. 
We kickoff the afternoon with tutoring and homework 
assistance or STEAM challenges, followed by a healthy 
snack. Each day has a theme and learning activities 
evolve around that topic. Estimate challenges, daily 
quotes, word of the day, La Conner Retirement Inn 
visits, reading relays, ballet, horticulture, poetry, chess, 
crafts, comic book creations, culinary arts, coding, 
leadership, La Conner Kiwanis Builders Club, and 
guest speakers are just a few activities the Braves’ Club 
provides. Students love the club and, at the end of the 
day, look forward to what the following day has to offer. 

Did you know all this is provided for only $50.00 per 
month per student? A sliding scale is also available for 
those families who cannot afford to pay. Reduced lunch 
students pay $25.00 a month and a full scholarship is 
provided to families on a free lunch program. No child 
is ever turned away due to economic hardships. All 

students are welcome and adored at the Braves’ Club. 
Highlights of the year include a diaper drive for the 

Skagit Valley Diaper Bank, an amazing talent show, 
and the holiday food and toy drive with Kiwanis.

This year a goal of 125 members was set. A lofty 
goal, indeed. On Friday, May 24, that goal was reached 
and celebrated. Why the success? Many reasons 
come to mind. We offer a quality program in a caring 
environment. One parent stated she is thankful for the 
club because it allows her and her husband to go to 
work with peace of mind knowing their student is well 
cared for in a delightfully fun educational atmosphere. 
Other parents report that if they try to pick up their child 
early, the student becomes disgruntled. This is a huge 
compliment to the Braves’ Club. 

With expanding programs and membership base, 
help will be needed in the fall. We seek volunteers 
to assist in daily activities. Fresh, healthy snacks are 
always appreciated; and, monetary donations are 
always welcome.  Questions? Please contact Marlene 
Brenton at 360-399-1921 or mbrenton@lc.k12.wa.us.

2019-20	La	Conner	School	District	Student	Calendar	
	

 

		
	
	
	
	
	

AUGUST	2019	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
	 	 	 	 1	 2	 3	

4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	
11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	
18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	
25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31	

	

	 SEPTEMBER	2019	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	

15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	
22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
29	 30	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	
	
9/2								Labor	Day		
9/4								First	Student	Day	-	Half	Day	
9/5								First	Kindergarten	Day	
	
	
19	student	days		

10/15							Early	Release	-	Grading		
10/22-25	Early	Release	-	Conferences	
	
	
	
	
	
	
23	student	days	

OCTOBER	2019	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	

6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	
13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	
20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	
27	 28	 29	 30	 31	 	 	

	

	 NOVEMBER	2019	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
	 	 	 	 	 1	 2	

3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	
17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	

	

11/01								No	School	Professional		
																			Development	(waiver)																		
11/11								No	School	Veterans	Day			
11/26								Early	Release	-	Grading	
11/27-29			No	School	Thanksgiving		
																			Break	
	
	
16	student	days		
	

12/20		Early	Release		
													(Cert	trade	for	fall	conferences)	
12/23-1/3		Winter	Break		
	
	
	
15	student	days		

DECEMBER	2019	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	

15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	
22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
29	 30	 31	 	 	 	 	

	

	 JANUARY	2020	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
	 	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	

5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	
12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 31	 	

	

1/1-3				No	School	Winter	Break	
1/20					No	School	MLK	Day	
1/28					Early	Release:	End	of	Semester		
	
	
	
	
19	student	days	

2/14		No	School	Snow	Make	Up	Day	
2/17		No	School	President’s	Day		
2/18		No	School	Professional		
										Development	Day	(waiver)																		
	
	
	
18	student	days		

FEBRUARY	2020	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
	 	 	 	 	 	 1	

2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	
9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	

16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	
23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	

	

	 MARCH	2020	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	
8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14	

15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21	
22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28	
29	 30	 31	 	 	 	 	

	

3/5-6					No	School	Mid	Winter	Break	
3/13							Early	Release	Grading	
3/18-20	Early	Release	Spring		
																Conferences	
3/23							No	School	Professional		
																Development	Day	(waiver)																		
	
19	student	days		

4/6-10		No	School	Spring	Break	
		
	
	
	
	
	
17	student	days	
	

APRIL	2020	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
	 	 	 1	 2	 3	 4	

5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	
12	 13	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	
19	 20	 21	 22	 23	 24	 25	
26	 27	 28	 29	 30	 	 	

	

	 MAY	2020	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
	 	 	 	 	 1	 2	

3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	
10	 11	 12	 13	 14	 15	 16	
17	 18	 19	 20	 21	 22	 23	
24	 25	 26	 27	 28	 29	 30	
31	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

5/1						Early	Release:	Grading	
5/21				Early	Release	K-12	(Cert	trade		
													for	spring	conferences)	
5/22				No	School	Snow	Make	Up	Day	
5/25				No	School	-	Memorial	Day	
	
	
19	student	days		

6/16							Early	Release	K-12		
																Last	day	of	school		

	
6/17-19		Reserved	for	Snow	Days	
	
	
12	student	days	

JUNE	2020	
S	 M	 T	 W	 Th	 F	 S	
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	

7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	

14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	
21	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	
28	 29	 30	 	 	 	 	

	

	

	

KEY	
	 HALF	DAY	

	 SNOW	DAY	

	 NO	SCHOOL	

	 HALF	DAY		
(GRADING/END	OF	TERM)	

	 NO	SCHOOL	–	TEACHER	
PROFESSIONAL	DEVELOPMENT	

	

Student	Day		8:10am	–	2:40pm		
Half	Day									8:10am	–	11:35am	
	
Snow	Make	Up	Days	will	be	non-
school	days	unless	needed	to	make	up	
for	snow	days.			
	
Professional	Development	Days	are	
non-student	days	for	staff	professional	
development.		
	
School	Board	Approved:		02-25-2019	
Revised:	06/06/19	

Braves’ Club Continues to Expand
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Braves Booster Club (BBC) is a service-oriented 
club that lends support, both moral and financial, to 
academic, athletic, musical, and social activities for 
the La Conner Middle/High School. Its purpose is 
to develop and implement fundraising opportunities, 
promote participation at school events, and provide 
scholarship assistance for students. The BBC pro-
vides volunteer assistance, advocates for the school 
in the community, provides forums for discussions 
on student issues, supports and recognizes staff, 
and provides scholarships to graduating seniors. 

Joining the Braves Booster Club (individual or 
business) is important to the health and culture of our 
community. It costs $25 (individual) / $50 (business) 
per year. The dues aid in providing extracurricular 
support for our students. Please fill out the form 
located on the La Conner School District website 
(www.lcsd.wednet.edu) or in the school office. The 
Booster Club web page can be found under the 
Extracurricular heading.

Thank you for your continued support. Welcome 
to those joining us this year. Questions or comments 
can be directed to laconnerboosterclub@gmail.com. 

Kelly Harper (President), Christine Tripp (Vice 
President), Terri Cunningham (Treasurer), and Steve 
Johnson (Secretary).

Support our Braves Booster Club

Summer Book Bus Returns

contact us
Dr. Whitney Meissner, Superintendent: (360)466.3171 wmeissner@lc.k12.wa.us
Bev Bowen, Elementary School Principal: (360.466.3172 bbowen@lc.k12.wa.us 
Todd Torgeson, Middle/High School Principal: (360)466.3173 ttorgeson@lc.k12.wa.us
Kathy Herrera, 5-12 Assistant Principal: (360)466.3173 kherrera@lc.k12.wa.us
Andy Wheeler, Special Services Director: (360)466.3171 awheeler@lc.k12.wa.us
Bonnie Haley, Business Manager: (360)466.3171 bhaley@lc.k12.wa.us
La Conner Schools Web Site: lcsd.wednet.edu

Educators and parents are often worried about what 
happens during the summer to all the reading gains 
their kids made with their hard work throughout the 
school year.  Last year, the district’s Parent Advisory 
Committee came up with the idea of having a book 
bus go around in the summer and distribute books to 
kids.   Police officers and firefighters joined in the fun 
and celebrations, as kids were able to board the school 
bus and take home some books to read over the 
summer.  Through generous donations, we estimate 
we had about 3,000 books last year!

This year’s event is tentatively scheduled for the 
afternoon of July 8. Watch for announcements for 
specifics - likely stops include the Swinomish gym 
and the Shelter Bay Community Building. If you have 
books to donate, please contact Andy Wheeler (360-
466-3171 or awheeler@lc.k12.wa.us) to arrange to 
get them dropped off at the Braves’ Club.  

Thanks to the Makers Club at the Braves’ Club for 
helping organize the books! la Conner sChool distriCt bus drivers joined in the 

Community tulip piCniC.  look for them this summer 
driving our summer book bus!


