Spring 2014

Message from Dr. Meissner
Achieve. Connect. Engage. As
our school year
started, we created a focus on
these three ideas
with a strong emphasis on CONNECT. We know
that relationships
a r e k e y, a n d
learning happens
best when surrounded by caring staff. We are
so fortunate to
have strong relationships in our schools and community. We know this
will enable our students to achieve to high levels and
engage successfully in all aspects of learning and life.
We are helping everyone ACE-it this year!
As we embark on the school year, we will focus on
a few goals to continue to strengthen our district. The
entire “Strategic Road Map” is available on our website.
The focus areas include:
• Student progress: We will work on providing more
professional development for staff, more opportunities to strengthen curriculum, and continue to
use technology as a tool for teaching and learning.
• Caring environment: We will continue to support
all students and will provide a safe, caring, welcoming environment in our classrooms, schools,
and district.
• Communication: We will focus on strengthening
internal and external two-way communication.
If you are interested in being part of the ongoing
conversations please let us know. Excellent work is
happening every day in our schools, and we would
love to share our stories with you in person as well as
hear your ideas for continuing to improve.
With increased enrollment, we are engaging in
conversation regarding current year budget plans and
what support we can provide this year’s kids to help
them. In addition, we will be required to submit a 4-year
budget plan beginning with the 2018-19 school year. As
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District Budget

such, we invite you to schedule an appointment with
us or complete the survey on our website so that we
can hear your ideas (http://lcsd.wednet.edu).
I am truly thrilled to be serving as the superintendent
for La Conner and am thankful every day for this opportunity. I’m also excited to share that in addition to
our many wonderful returning staff members, we have
a few new faces who have joined our team. Welcome
to the following staff members:
Preschool:
Anna Young – Para Educator
Elementary School:
Samantha Alumbres – Para One-on-One
Michelle Avila – 1st Grade Teacher
Ari Landworth –2nd Grade Teacher
Megan Lee – 4th Grade Teacher
Danielle Reynolds – Para SPED
Stacy Silver – SPED Teacher
Secondary Schools:
Angel Cantu – Math Teacher
Daniel Castillo – Para One-on-One
Heidi Darling – Para SPED
Lynda De La Rosa Hernandez – SPED Teacher
Jacob Grantham – Social Studies Teacher
Lauren Hippenstiel – Drama Teacher
Sarah Shipley – Social Studies Teacher
Dylan Sickelsteel – Assistant Boys Soccer Coach
Braves’ Club:
Stevie Goetz – Para Educator
Ashton Tveter – Para Educator
District:
Mandi Barnett – Admin Assistant to Special Programs
Michelle Hanna – Assistant to the Superintendent
Rae Jean Hovsepian – Food Service
Jennifer Moyer – Psychologist
Linda Rumbolt – Food Service
Randy Swift – Mechanic/Bus Driver
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District Budget 2017-18
Revenues

Open House
Dinner

$7,000,000
$6,000,000
$5,000,000
$4,000,000
$3,000,000
$2,000,000
$1,000,000
$-

LOCAL

STATE

FEDERAL

OTHER

14-15 BUDGET

$1,898,991

$4,515,494

$3,060,083

$477,900

15-16 BUDGET

$1,794,880

$5,020,498

$3,049,528

$399,500

16-17 BUDGET

$1,806,459

$5,484,211

$2,536,750

$375,500

17-18 BUDGET

$2,177,181

$5,737,397

$2,576,473

$380,500

Expenditures
$4,500,000
$4,000,000
$3,500,000
$3,000,000
$2,500,000
$2,000,000
$1,500,000
$1,000,000
$500,000
$-

CERTIFICATED
SALARIES

CLASSIFIED
SALARIES

EMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

SUPPLIES &
MATERIALS

PURCHASED
SERVICES

TRAVEL

14-15 BUDGET

$3,787,358

$1,575,106

$2,001,906

$742,589

$1,192,546

$40,495

15-16 BUDGET

$4,057,566

$1,686,632

$2,247,009

$792,180

$1,340,152

$81,075

16-17 BUDGET

$3,909,235

$1,743,083

$2,121,430

$676,584

$1,717,490

$64,375

17-18 BUDGET

$4,126,566

$2,043,185

$2,469,457

$767,097

$1,391,931

$78,300

Approximately 250 people attended the Open House school
dinner in September! Georgia
Johnson and her team fed all of
us without a hitch. The middle
school leadership class helped
out by keeping the cafeteria running and by helping to write and
carry out a survey. From the 107
respondents, there were some
interesting facts.
26% of those who responded
said they also attended La Conner
Schools.
69% said they would attend
athletic events
75% said they would attend
parent conferences.
91% said they felt their kids
were safe or very safe in our
schools.
Those show some wonderful
community support! We also had
comments we can use to improve
our schools, of course, and we will
take those to our administrative
team. And thanks to all the parents who volunteered to serve on
committee - we will be contacting
you shortly.

For more information about the districts budget please visit the Business page of our website at www.lcsd.wednet.edu, or email Business
Manager, Bonnie Haley at bhaley@lc.k12.wa.us.

The La Conner Lantern
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La Conner Middle and High School

www.attendanceworks.org

Pay Attention to Attendance:
Keep Your Child On Track in Middle and High School
Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in kindergarten and
continuing through high school. Even as children grow older and more independent, families play a key role in
making sure students get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is so important for success
in school and on the job.

Letter from Mr. Torgeson
Welcome to our 2017-18 school year. I am excited
and honored to be your new principal. I look forward
to a great school year. The La Conner community is
rich with history and a tradition of supporting education. La Conner High School and Middle School will be
a place that respects traditions, strives for excellence
and always puts the students first. My focus will be on
educating every student every day, to give our students
the skills to be successful in pursuing their dreams.
If you can imagine it, you can achieve it.
If you can dream it, you can become it.
~William Arthur Ward
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have set out on a new path to increase opportunities
for our students. This year we have started a freshman
academy class to support the transition of incoming
ninth graders by teaching successful study habits and
supporting the social emotional growth of the students.
Getting off to a great start is so important to student
success. This is the second year of our Lushootseed
Language class and we have added an advanced
level. We are engaging in discussions with the Skagit
STEM Consortium, with the goal of providing more opportunities for our students to be involved in Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics classes
and professions. We are focused on being able to offer College in the High School classes, CTE Classes,
and AP classes.
As we begin this new school year, we are striving
to continue to build relationships with students and
parents. Our goal is to decrease chronic attendance
issues by providing timely interventions and communication. We are also inviting our community into our
schools. La Conner High School and Middle School
is a place that both students and parent can be proud
of. I want to thank all of you for your continued support of La Conner Schools. I am excited to meet all of
you and look forward to making this the Greatest Year
Ever, Together.
Sincerely,
Principal Todd Torgeson
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• Students should miss no more than 9 days of school each year to stay engaged, successful and on track to graduation.
• Absences can be a sign that a student is losing interest in school, struggling with school work, dealing with a bully or
facing some other potentially serious difficulty.
• By 6th grade, absenteeism is one of three signs that a student may drop out of high school.
• By 9th grade, regular and high attendance is a better predictor of graduation rates than 8th grade test scores.
• Missing 10 percent, or about 18 days, of the school year can drastically affect a student’s academic success.
• Students can be chronically absent even if they only miss a day or two every few weeks.
• Attendance is an important life skill that will help your child graduate from college and keep a job.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
Make school attendance a priority
• Talk about the importance of showing up to school everyday, make that the expectation.
• Help your child maintain daily routines, such as finishing homework and getting a good night’s sleep.
• Try not to schedule dental and medical appointments during the school day.
• Don’t let your child stay home unless truly sick. Complaints of headaches or stomach aches may be signs of anxiety.
Help your teen stay engaged
• Find out if your child feels engaged by his classes and feels safe from bullies and
other threats. Make sure he/she is not missing class because of behavioral issues
and school discipline policies. If any of these are problems, work with your school.
• Stay on top of academic progress and seek help from teachers or tutors if
necessary. Make sure teachers know how to contact you.
• Stay on top of your child’s social contacts. Peer pressure can lead to skipping
school, while students without many friends can feel isolated.
• Encourage meaningful afterschool activities, including sports and clubs.
Communicate with the school
• Know the school’s attendance policy – incentives and penalities
• Talk to teachers if you notice sudden changes in behavior. These could be tied to
something going on at school.
• Check on your child’s attendance to be sure absences are not piling up.
• Ask for help from school officials, afterschool programs, other parents or
community agencies if you’re having trouble getting your child to school.
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Used with permission of Attendance Works.

La Conner High School and Middle School has an
amazing and dedicated group of teachers that put the
children first. We have had a few changes in administration since the last school year. Dr. Whitney Meissner is
our new superintendent. I will be in my first year as the
principal for the middle school and high school. Peter
Voorhees will split time in classroom and as a dean of
students. With the addition of a dean of students, we
will be able to increase our supervision between the
middle school and school and this will also allow for
more time to work with teachers on successful teaching
strategies that will have a positive impact on the classroom and student learning and we continue to have a
low student to teacher ratio to provide our children with
more individualized attention.
La Conner High School and Middle School also

DID YOU KNOW?
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7th grader Kevin E. recently created a Video Game
Club for Middle School Students. Beginning with the
game Minecraft, students meet once a week after
school to play, learn, share, and adventure in-game
together.

WE Scare Hunger

CHILD FIND

By the Middle School Leadership Class
Did you know that 15,270 people in Skagit County
have trouble getting food on their table every day? The
La Conner Middle School leadership class is working
to change that. We are holding a food drive called We
Scare Hunger from October 13th to November 17th,
2017. We are asking for non-perishable items, such
as canned and boxed food. We collected over 1,700
items last year. This year, our goal is to collect 2,000
items. There will be drop-off boxes in Pioneer Market,
the La Conner Kiwanis, Sunrise Food Bank, La Conner
Middle School, and La Conner Drug Store. We encourage everyone to donate. La Conner Middle School students will be asking for a can of food instead of candy
at some houses on Halloween. All of the food will be
picked up by the La Conner Kiwanis and the food will
be distributed to residents in our community who may
struggle to provide for their families. We really hope
to make a CHANGE with this food drive.

All school districts in Washington State have an
obligation to try to find obstacles that may be affecting
a child’s development and education - starting from
birth on. In the preschool to grade 12 setting this may
take the form of universal screenings, such has when
a grade level has a hearing examination, or a group is
asked to take a language acquisition test. A screening
could also take the form of watching a younger child
cut with scissors, or stack blocks. Beyond a screening,
a child may be referred for services or further testing,
due to scores on a screening measure. Students
may enter programs like the Highly Capable Learners program, or Title I, or Special Education through
this path. While the district is one source of referrals,
YOU, the parent is another very important source. If
you have concerns about your child’s development,
please let your teacher know, or contact Andy Wheeler
or Mandi Barnett in the Special Services Department.
(360)466-3171 or mbarnett@lc.k12.wa.us.

Students in Patty Weber’s art classes share some
recent sketches. From left to right, art by Hadley S.
(Class of 2023), Lark R. (Class of 2020), Halen C.
(Class of 2020) and Sage B. (Class of 2018).
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La Conner Elementary School
Ramos the Reading
Therapy Dog
Each Friday, some of the students in the Elementary
Learning Assistance Program look forward to reading
with Ramos the Reading Therapy dog. Ramos demonstrates his excitement every week as he enters the
elementary school and brings along his owner, Marty
Pease.
Marty is a La Conner Rotarian and has been volunteering at the elementary school along with Ramos as
special way to provide reluctant readers an opportunity
to read to a dog. Ramos loves to hear the students
read and gives them a comfortable place to lean on
while focusing on their reading.
Thanks to both Ramos and Marty for giving their
time to help students!

Welcome from Mrs. Bowen
As you enter the La Conner Elementary building, you
will notice a large banner with the acronym LCE that
catches your eye. It contains the message, “Learning
Together, Caring for Others, Expect Excellence.” This
is the message we want to convey to all students and
families who enter the elementary school. All staff at
LCE are working hard to teach not only academics but
also social/emotional skills to our students. We are off
to a great start!
We just recently held student goal setting confer-

Page 8

ences. Most parents were able to meet and conference with teachers to help set goals for their students’
education this year. We value the input from parents
as partners in the process of education our children.
As parents and community members, all are welcome to visit the school or volunteer some time to help
our students achieve their potential.
Joining our fantastic staff this year are several new
teachers, aides and some who have transferred in from
other departments. Additionally, two new Reading Corp
workers have joined out team. New staff members are
pictured to the left:
Top Row:
Heather DeGroot – Washington Reading Corps
Ari Landworth – 2nd grade
Stacy Silver- Special Ed.
Megan Lee – 4th grade
Connie Funk – Para-educator
Michelle Avila – 1st grade
Kneeling:
Barb Wolf – LAP para-educator
Krista Marihugh – Washington Reading Corps
Inset:
Danielle Reynolds – Special Ed para-educator
Samantha Alumbres - Special Ed para-educator
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Braves’ Club After School Program

There’s never a dull moment at the Braves’ Club
After School Program. After wrapping up a solid start
to the school year, the club is proud to announce that
enrollment has reached over 60 student participants.
The After School Program is kicked off with Power
Hour (Monday-Thursday). This is an opportunity for
students to focus on homework assignments and
receive homework assistance. Students dedicated
to completing homework or silent reading during this
time are acknowledged for their hard work at the end
of every month. The Club celebrated the most studious Braves’ success with an end-of-the-month award
ceremony and celebration.
October is filled with new and exciting opportunities
for students as well. In the spirit of Autumn and Halloween, the calendar is packed with exciting activities
from pumpkin painting to a spooky scavenger hunt.
The Washington Reading Corps volunteers are
bringing literacy-based interactive activities to the event
calendar, too. Reader’s Theater and theater-based
games will be on Thursdays. Starting October 16th,
the Flat Stanley Project will go live at the club; this will
bring an opportunity to practice writing and integrate
literacy with the community.

The La Conner Lantern

Not enrolled? Not a problem! Enrollment is easy.
The Braves’ Club is only $50/month with an annual
registration fee of $25. Club hours are M-F 2:35-6pm.
Early release days 11:30-6pm. Come in for a tour! We
look forward to meeting you!

Page 9

La Conner Schools Band

Parent Advisory
Committee Reforming

Every single 5th grade student is participating in
Concert Band this year. We hosted an Instrument
Rental Night on September 6th where students got
to try out all the instruments and choose the one they
wanted to learn. Parker R. (Class of 2018) and Ashley
D. (Class of 2021), both members of the high school
Wind Ensemble, offered assistance to our new musicians. We’re excited to continue to grow our program
and ensure that all 5th grade students have the opportunity to participate in band!

La Conner School District is reforming its Parent
Advisory Committee this year. We will be having 3
evening meetings this year - November 7, February 1,
and May 1 all from 5:30-7:00pm in the district office.
(Light food available.) All are welcome, and we are
looking especially to have representatives who have
students in different programs (such as the Learning
Assistance Program, Highly Capable, Title I, Migrant,
etc.). Agenda and plans can fluctuate according to
the desires of the parents involved, but may include
program specific discussions, parent support topics,
district strategic plan, and other topics. Please watch
the website for more information or contact Andy
Wheeler for more information. (360)466-3171 x3295
or awheeler@lc.k12.wa.us.

OUR FALL CONCERT FOR ALL BANDS &
CHOIRS IS ON NOVEMBER 15TH AT 7PM
IN THE LC AUDITORIUM. ADMISSION IS
FREE!

Fire Safety at La Conner Elementary

A bright-red fire engine was on display at La Conner
Elementary School on October 5th and 6th as part of an
initiative to promote fire safety and awareness. Captain
Todd Wigal and Captain Jason Huizenga, both parents
of students in the district, led a safety presentation and
a series of safety demonstrations to the kindergarten
through fifth grade students. La Conner Fire Department staff and volunteers, some of whom are also
parents of LCE students, were present to assist with
the program. Among them were: Josh Morrison, Adam
Avery, Annie Avery, Dylan Watkins, Sam Banaszak,
Stephanie Dapper, Michelle Dawson and Hunter Kroon.
The students expressed enthusiasm throughout
the presentation, eager to ask questions following the
“What it’s like to be a Firefighter” film. The firefighters
gave the students guidance about when to call 9-1-1,
helmet safety, and what to do in case of a fire. The
importance of checking fire detectors and establishing
a home evacuation plan were some of the fire department’s safety recommendations.
Following the presentation, the parked fire truck
and ambulance came to life as the students toured
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the emergency vehicles and observed firefighter gear
demonstrations.
This is the second year the program was led by
Wigal and Huizenga,. The Elementary looks forward
to continuing to connect student learning to the local
community.

Volume 21, Number 1

K-Kids Thanksgiving Food Drive

The K-Kids Service Club is also having a Thanksgiving Food Drive to benefit the local La Conner food bank
and La Conner families. Please donate food or money to an elementary classroom by November 17th; the
class with the most food/money by that date wins a class pizza party. Thanks for your support and for helping
local families have a great Thanksgiving holiday.
Suggested Donation Items:
canned vegetables
canned pumpkin
cranberry sauce
pie crust/filling
canned milk
Jello/pudding
marshmallows
olives
pickles
jam
canned fruit
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gravy
bread mixes
potatoes
napkins
soups
cider
juice
stuffing mix
desserts
peanut butter
cereal
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LA CONNER SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 311
P.O. BOX 2103
LA CONNER, WA 98257
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Contact Us

Dr. Whitney Meissner, Superintendent: 466.3171 wmeissner@lc.k12.wa.us
Beverly Bowen, Elementary Principal: 466.3172 bbowen@lc.k12.wa.us
Todd Torgeson, Middle/High School Principal: 466.3173 ttorgeson@lc.k12.wa.us
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